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N the firſt Fart of theſe: Infirugiz 
ons which I have already put into 
your Hands, I have conſidered thoſe 
Parts of the popiſi Doctrine which 
concern the Hondur due to God and 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the publick 
Worſhip of the Chureh; which I have 
I ſhewn to be great and dangerous Cor- 
1 ruptions. I — now to conſider ſome 
„ other nn leſs dangerous, as 
1 85 Alle B ney 
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Men; to give you a clear and diltinet 
| View: of which I. muſt lay open to you 
that whole Myſtery of Iniquity which the 
Church of Rome calls the Sacrament of 


which) (if yon will believe 


EE NA NCR; 
1 bf Trent) God hath 


the Counc 


granted as a Remedy unto Lite to 
thoſe who, after Baptiſm, ſhould de- 


88 


. 


. 


* 


'® 


chemſelves up to 2 the. Service of 
| bands Ide y rhe ho 
« — fallen after Baptiſm, as Bap- 
ce tiſm itſelf is neceſſary to the Salva- 
<« tion of thaſe whoſhave dot yet been 
& made Chriſtians”. | 

"Trey pretend that „ this n 
«Chriſt, then chiefly inſtitutedz when, 
ce after he was rat 
< the bniathed. upon His Diſeiples and 
<-4aifl; f* uRecerive ye e 060 mw 
Face uer ii ge remut, tac ure rumited 
bam zaun 10% ins he retiniu ubry 

— An EO; rtls (as the 
Churchof Rame interprots tou Saviour 
e conſtituted us Drieſts, this Rank r- 
<< ba TIMES 70 Sr AN JuncMan; 
rand naAkE CocnmzrNnenDt  aHaniirpal 


„ 2107-202 Jaiul . 224 ⁰ 
65 ; Sins, 


d from the Dead, 


* Abſoltatron." 8 
> > \ $2. bo 
Fi 0 : 


5 Sins, into which Chriſtians might 


fall; and then (according to the 
Power of the Keys committed to 
them) to paſs Sentence; whereby 
4. ſuch Sins fhould bo remitted or re- 
<«. tained? that is, ſhould ſtand: gen 
or not forgiven in the Sight of God. 
Ap becauſe that without As 
„Knowledge of the Cauſe, the Prieſts 
cannot give Judgment, nor aſſign to 


each Offence its proper Puniſhment?; 


therefore the Church of Rome inſiſts up- 

on it, as NEOESSAR'Y ByY//Divint 
RIGHT, that all Perſons -who': ſhall 
« lapſe after Baptiſm, do make an EN 


« TIRE ConFEsS10N, of all mortal (ev- 


<.en-the:-moſt ſecret) Sins, of which 
< (after. the moſt diligent” Exarmmati- 
on,) they fhall be conſcious to them- 
E that they have been guilty“; 
which done the Prieſt pronounces 
+ ABSOLUTION: “ the Effect of which 
(they ſay) is nothing leſs than NN 
*/CONGIEFATION WIH GOD 
IJ do Juſtice tothe Church Nang 
it muſt here be noted, that according 
o her Doctrine, this Effect —_—_ * 
Cone. Trid. Seſs. 2. 3 
620 E BY N ; _- Follow 
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follow but upon the Suppoſition of 
certain Qualifications neceſſary on the 
Part of the Penitent; and what theſe 
Qualifications are, will be opened to 
you in due Time. But it will be propef, 
in the firſt Place to examine the princi: 
pal Point, and ſee whether our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt did conſtitute his Prieſts to 


be his Repreſentatives in ſuch a Sort as 


to veſt them with Authority to fit in 


Judgment, and take Cognizance of a 
(or indeed, of any) Sins committed 
after Baptiſm, for . Purpoſe of de 
claring them remitted or retained iN 
THE Sieh or Gop. That the Text in 
St. Fohn; upon which the Church ef 
Rome builds her Pretenſions carries ſome 
very important Meaning, and convey d 
to the Apoſtles ſome high Fruſt, Ale 
Terms in which it is conceived, and the 
ſolemn Manner in which thoſe Words 
were delivered, will leave us no room 


to queſtion. But whether the -popiſh 
Interpretation is right, is the Point to 


be nqui red into; and to Prepare the 
Way for this Enquiry, it will bes of 


great and neceſſary Uſe, to look into 


the New. Teſtament, and ſee how = 
T hat 


Fall chere ſtands. 


lm u hn, * 5 


That Chriſt had Power on Earth to 
faxiue Ans, will bear no Diſpute 3 for 
he tells us ſo expreſsly, Mark ii. 10. In 
ſome Places we find him exerciſing this 
Power; for he ſaid to the Sick of the 
Palſy, Son thy Sins be forgiven thee, Verſe g. 
Of the Woman who waſhed his 
Feet with Tears, and wiped them with 
the Hairs of her Head, her Sins are for- 
given. Luke vii. 47,—And (which 
is as full and formal an Abſolution as 
any of the reſt) to the Thief upon the 
Croſs, to day ſhalt thou be with me in Pa- 
radice. Chap. xxiii. Verſe 43. But theſe 
Inſtances are nothing to our preſent 
Purpoſe. For the Sins here forgiven, 
were not Sins committed after Baptiſm: 
but Sins committed antecedently to the 
Acceptance of the Goſpel : And it: is 
very material to be obſerved, that there 
is not one fingle Inſtance upon Record 
of his ſitting in Judgment upon any 
to give Sentence concerning Sins com- 
mitted after Baptiſm, whether they were 
or were not remitted in the Sight of 

God. In Truth this was no Part of his 
prophetic Office; but is a Branch of that 
8 9 Authority which _ was to re- 

n B 3 ceive 
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ceive after his Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
where he was to be placed at Gods 
Right Hand, as the appointed Judge of 
the Quick and Dead.“ hr iſs Buffets 
on Earth was to offer Remiſſion and Sal- 
vation to all that would accept his Goſ- 
pel. He knew the Hearts of all Men, 
and thoſe who came to him with Faith 
and Repentance, he pronounced, abſol- 
ved from all their 22 Offences. But 
as to his taking Account of any for their 
Behaviour after they had accepted the 
Goſpel, and deciding upon their Caſe, 
whether they were or were not quahfed 
for the Kingdom of Heaven, we read 
nothing of it; and it is a Point whieh he 
hath: reſerved expreſsly to the — — 
of the laſt Day. Niere 
II is not v ery likely that Chrif®hould 
have . — a Power to his Mini- 
ſters which He (qualified as he was) ne- 
ver thought fit to exertiſe himſelf. Nar 
do vr read any Exp it. Phere 
ean be no Question hut thar im alftfle 
Churches planted by the Apoſtles;"theke 
were Numbers of Chriſtians WhO had 
committed mortal Sins after Baptiſm, 
_ „ who, „ 
; &+ & pih 


Lord's Sa 
which (if you will believe the Church of 


and Abſolutions 7 


piſi Princy ples, needed the Sacrament of 
Penance if alle had been fuch a Reme- 
dy provided for them. But do we ever 
find any of the Apoſtles in his: Chair of 
Confeſſion, ſitting as Judge over the 
Conſciences of Men, and pronouncing 
them abſolved in the Sight of God ? Not 
once. Strange! that if "Chriſt had open- 
eb ſuch a Court as this, We ſhould hear 


of no Suiters ; or that when-there is ſueh 
frequent mention in Seripture of the Uſe 
of thoſe two Sacraments which he cer- 


tainly ditt appoint (gi. Baptiſm and the 
pper), there ſhould be another 


Rome) is as neceſſary as either of theother 


two, of which there is neither Shadow 


nor Footſtep to be found in Scripture! 


St. Tamas indeed ſays, Confeſsiyonr Fatt s 


one to anc tber. Jam. v. 16. Bur it: des 
not appear that this hath any Relation 
to Penance. For it is not ſai ebnfe fg | 


-a Prieſt; in order. to receive! Abſolation. 
Confeſſion made to 4 Fellow. Chriſtian 
. (whether: Prieſt or no Prieſt) has its We, 

and may be adviſeable in muny Caſes, as 


it helps to relieve” the Mind ppreſſed 
wich Grief and b nd us to Teceive 


58 54 | the 
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the Advice and Counſel of wiſe and good 
Men, and the Aſſiſtance of their Prayers; 


and to this Senſe the Context ſeems. 


plainly to direct us. Conſeſs your. Faults. 
one; to another, and pray one far another, 
that ye may be healed, The effectual for 
vent Prayer of a-righieous Man availeth 
much. He ſays, a righteous Man at large 
not a Prieſt; or if, becauſe a Verſe or 
two before Mention is made of calling 
for the Elders of the Church, you will 


have this righteous Man to mean a Prieſt; 


it is ſtill plain what this Prieſt was to do: 
He was to pray in the Name of the Lord, 

but of his pronouncing Abſolution there 
is not a ſingle Syllable; an Authority 
which (in cw] Senſe; in which it is now 
challenged by the Church of Nome) St. 
Paul hath moſt folemnly diſclaimed by 
declaring himſelf unqualified for it. 
With me (ſays he) it is @ ſmall; I bing 


that I ſhould be judged of you, or of Man's 


Tudgment'; yea I judge not mine owwnſelf.; 


For I know: nothing. by myſelſ, or (as the 


Words ſhould Tom been rendered) I an 


conſcious to myſelf- of notbing; I can 


charge myſelf with no Crime; yet am I 
not hereby juſtified,” but he. that judgeth 


Ms 


8112 8 1 4 me 


me is tht Lands Enden w. 3— He 
would not (you ſee) truſt. net to 
judge of him with reſpect to his Me- 
rit or Demerit before God. And: is it 
likely that he ſhould know of any Au- 
thority he had to ſit in Judgement up- 
on other Men's Conſciences, and to pro- 
nounce them juſtified before God, Who 
declares he Was not qualified to decide 
upon his own Juſtification? Or would. 
he have ſpoken ſo contemꝑtuouſly of all. 
human Judgment. in this Reſpect, if he. 
had known that Chriſt had erected a 
Tribunal of Conſeience here on Earth, 
to which, at the Peril of their Salvati- 
on, all. Chriſtians were obliged to have 
recourſe for Judgment? He dertainly 
knew of no ſuch Tribunal, and there- 
ſor he adds in the following Verſe, 
Judge nothing | before the: Time ah; he jy 
Lord come; nuhbe bath will bring to fight the 


Haden e of »Darkneſs, an and will make. 


mamiſeſi the:Counſels of ibi Hearts, and then 
Hall every Mun have praiſe of Gad; Which 


in as plain Terms a3 Language can fur- 


niſn, is removing the Judgment of Con- 
Kience, and. of that D e chat 


. 
8 
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man Tribunals: to Chriſt's Tribunal at 


the aft Day „where alone Confienbegex 
be tried. J! 1246” 1711 ttt 2 e 
Tus much then, I think, en ate 
- gained:3; that whatever be the true Inter- 
ꝓretation of »the/Paſfſage in St. Joby! a- 
bovementioned, the popiſh: Laterpretati- 
on is certainly. ale; and, if the Church 
aß Ri”! lind hot a peculiar Talent at 
hammering. Sacraments fi out f any 
Thing, dhe could never have found her 
Sacrament of Penance heres Here is in- 
deed a Power granted to the Ap oſtles to 
remit and retain Sins ; bit of Confo ffs 
thick, in their own! Agcount,1s dus ef- 
ſential Nart off the Sacrament) nothing is 
: ſand... But the deciſiuę Evidence againſt 
the popiſn Iiterpretation is, tfiat ĩt fers 
up an Inſtirution as neceſſary to Sal vati- 
dqn, of the UIſeof which, in the A poſtles 


Times, there is no Inſtance: to be found; 


and puts a Power inte the Hands ôf 
mortal Men which no mortal Man can 


ꝓpoſſibhy enerute. When Chriſt ſaid to 


the Sick of the Palſy; thy Sins are for- 


given thee; the Scriles (who: conſidered 
him as: a mere Man) charged him with 


Blaſnbemq. n forgive 


"DRE: Sins 
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ant" AOſoherion 11 
$145 bit Gott only? Out 'Savigut in His 
Anſwer "(wi ithout” thbefting: of Bs 

ole Right to forgive Sins] ſticks to his 
Point, that h himſelf had Power to for- 
ahve Sins; and by*this effcctually dei 
clared his Divine What Power Thrift 
had the ſame'he rhight communicate to 
His” Apoſtles in'eyery Inſtanct? and e 
every Digs: in which, in the Natürt 
of it, it was comnwnicable; and St. 75 
tells us that he gave fler Power: NN. 
mit and retain Sins. But in hat Senſe ? 
Akisis the great Point now td he triet. 
Fux ate two Senſes in which Sirts 
may be ſaid to be forgiven + Pe Firft 
is when particular Perſons are deefared 
forgiven upon prr/onal Muotuedgt ef 
of their inward Qualifications. This is 
- the Power wich is claimed by the po- 
piſn Clergy; who do not indeed pretenci 
de Know the Secrets! of Metis Hearts; 
but (to ſupply this Defect) infift upon 
the Shield EY hes that Heing, by 
kim, rightly informed of this State of his 
Conference, they may, upon ſuch Infor- 
matien, pronounce” e abſolved. But 
ae they ſure that they know the true 
State of a Man's Conſcience by his Con- 
_— B 6 feſſion ? 
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Felon 3 2. aber — rel ve know 
A rue, State of As own: eng wy 
when: they, judge of themſelyes? 

1 has told them otherwiſe. . 
is ſure, that Chriſt had this, Knowlede ge; 
and it is as dure that the Apoſtes had it 
e toit; 2nd < then 


Wanner 
mſi 


1. 5 Spns AR pan Res thee, . The | 
2 (as it well became LY ſpake 
in an humbler Style, Ir Hoek Salt 15 
With thy: Mauth the:Lord SUR ARORA 
Helieve in thine, Heart, &. 1 bau ſpall be 
e or hou, mayſt eagle Rom. x. 
Eh vir: 15 7. may — 5 
any; one may ſay, now, Ir you be: 
07; i nn will ple yo 70. 
Int e ene, then the Apoltles had 
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nicable.;,. ane 
F ack communicate to his Apoſtles, as 12 


10 z 


and Abſolution. 13 


thee. or Pang Church of Rome ſays I 


abſolve thee, It. is true, the ſame Form 
(long ON juſtly in diſuſe) ſtands in our 


Liturgy ; and what may be ſaid in Ex- 


cuſe for it will be conſidered afterwards. 
Arx preſent let us attend to the Point 


W and proceed to the /econd Senſe 


of remilting or retaining Sins, which is, 
when any Perſon, by ſufficient Autho- 
rity, declares the Lat, or the Terms, up- 


on which Sins ſhall. be remitted. or re- 


tained. If the King, under, his Broad 
Seal, ſhould. iſſue out. a Pardon to all 
Traytars ſo or ſo qualified; the Trea- 


ſon would be as ſtrictly and properly ge- 


mitted to all who ſhould ſtand within 8 
Conditions, as if their Names had _ 
particularly mentioned. In like man- 
ner, when Chriſt made a general Offer of 


Remiſſion to all who. by Faith and true 
Repentance ſhould come to him, he did 
as ſtrictly and properly remit the Sins of 
all who were, or thould. De thus qualifi- 


ed, as he did the Sins of choſe ta whom, he 


ſaid⸗ perſonally, 4% Sins ans forgiven 
thee. Now, this. Authority. was commu- 


” this. Authority he did in 


Tz Auticwlar Confeſſion 
the Evitigeliſts bear'Witnels.” St. May 


tells us, that when Chriſt, after his Re: 


ſurrection, a appeared to his eleven Af J6- 
files; be [aid unto them Go vx imo all the 
WH und preath the Goſpel to every Crth- 
tire.” He that belisverb and ir baptized 
fall be ſuvtil, bus be that believeub not 
Hall be ned, Mark xvi: A5; 16. Sk. 
"Matthew, ſpeaking of the ſame Thing, 
expreſſeth it thus, All Porver is gien un. 
to me both; in Heaven und in Eartbs Gb 
V herefort and teach 4ll Nations, bup. 
Hing tbem in the Name of the Fus ber uni 
"of the Son and of the" Holy G hoſt; "teatbin 
Rhein bo 0bferve all Things rohr wer, I 
habs commanded you. Mat. XXVili. 18. 
gt. Like more briefly thus; Thus I d- 
Bon Crit. te ſigfer. Lund that. Repentanie 
Au Remiffion of Sins ſhout be'preached 10 
His NAME among all Nations, 25 VE AKE 
Wirres theft Figs. Luk. viv. 
46. No Man can doubt of the Senſe 
If theſe Paſſages, which; one und all of 
them, ſpeak to this Effect, Hir, Phat 
CHAR now conſtituted His Apoſtles His 
Rx PNWESEHTATTVES here on Earth, veſt- 
ing then wart the fan Authority whith 
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to work Miracles, to ſtand as vi 


tums uupd 


JM Bw übe what: Light Will a- 


rand an (#4 

Forgiverieſs: 10 all - the World. This 
Was: their«Commis8108 y Which as yet | 
wanted a SKL, for which-they were to 


barry a While at Jeruſalam, vis" the 


Power: of the Holy Ghoſt. to enable dept 


wherever chey came, that they ſpake noe 
in their n Names, but in the Name 
and bythe Authority of- Chriſt. Bebold 
I ſand ibe Promiſe of the Hauber upon yo. 
ſarry pe ut tbe el of: Jeruſalem, until ye 
be endowed with Power from on-high. Luk. 


xxivi\a gs And Act. i 8. Z. poll" 


ceivr Power after that ib Hol Ghoſts 
gous and ye ſball be VWinndſes unte 
me both in faruſalem and in quis and in 
Sonharia, and unto the: uimoſt Par of th 


Earth. Vou Will ſee the Accomphſſi- 


ment of this Promiſe in the ſecond Chap. 
ter of this. Hiſtory, the particulars. « of 
Which L have no need tbirefeaen) 37/3 


riſe from hende, to enable zus to inter- 
pret the Words of St) John nom in Que 
tion. That they relate to the ſame Sub- 

ject, viz, the Commssron-grantedito'the 


A oſtles to preach che Goſpel te all the 


16 Auriculan Confeſſun 
gonnected with this Commiſſion and 


with, the Promiſe. of the, Holy Ghoſt 


which was relative, to it. Amy Father 
bath ſent even; ſo ſend I you, aud when, 
he had ſai this be breathed on them, and 


ſaith unto them, recaive.;ye the Holy Ghoſt. 


W hoſefoever * ye, remit. they are remitted 
unto them s and  whojoever. Sins ye retain 
they are retained. i If the Holy Ghoſt was 
actually given at this Time, and the 
Words are not rather to be underſtood 


as an Intimation of what was to be done 


hereafter ; it could only be the Pledge 


and Earneſt of that maſt plentiful Com. 


munscationaf the Gifts of the Spirit 
which they were to receive and did re : 
ceive;attbe Day of Pentecoſt. But St. 
ohn's— Farberch 


FE A rus A Remi. 
lun of Sun among. all Noliaus. Since then 
the Comuni ſtan in St. John does ſo manifeſt- 
ly agree with what the other Evangeliſts 
os ws Welpe rand n 


Hes 


A. n font. me euen 
e en J gau, means plainly; the fame. 
Thing with St, Mark s- ve into all the 
Mord and preach. the Goſpel in and with 
2 Aatubew's—Go 38 therefore and teach 
3-Aft with pt. Lutte g.. Ze are 
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d 
* 

4 
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e 
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nd Abfolution." 17 


us from e that there is the ſame 


Agreement with Reſpect to the Words 
in Queſtion; and that the Power aſſigned 
to the Apoſtles by the Phraſe of remit- 
ting and retaining Sins, is the very ſame 
that is aſſigned to them by St. Mart, 
when he reports our Saviour as ſaying in 


_ expreſs Terms (what the Words of the 


other two Evangeliſts St. Matthew and 
St. Luke very plainly: imply) He that. 
believeth and is baptized ſpall be ſaved, but 
he that believeth not ſhall be damned'? This 
is the Interpretation of 'Zuinglius ® one 
of our firſt Reformers abroad; which 
I ſo much the rather adhere to, beeaal® 
(which is very remarkable) whereas the 
Reſt of the Evangeliſts, in none of their 
reports concerning Chriſt's Converſati- 
tion with his Apoſtles after his Reſur- 
rection, ſay any thing at all of the Pow-. 
er of remilting and retaining of Sins; St. 
Jobn, who mentions this Power, fi ays 


nothing of any Declaration made by 


Chriſt, that they that believed upon the 
Preaching. of the Apoſtles ſnould be 


Javed, and that "_ that believed not 


* Oper. Tom. F: in Exp: Artic: dee 
Deus remittit peccata. xz: We ata ws 


12 f ſhould 
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ſhould ber ie; inks (to my Ap- ol 
prehenſion) plainly ſhews, prog and H 
the lame: thing was intended by both, Ti 
otherwiſe the other Evangeliſts muſt be te 


we — 


% YT A 1 co - + —_—  —— 
> rr 


I 
1 dlefective. St. Jahn in his Goſpel (by ir 
1 Way of Supplement) has recorded ma- at 


ny Paſlages of our Saviour's Life and 1a 
Eonverſation-not-mentioned by the other K 
Enangelifts. But it is ſcarce to be ſup . hh 

1 that in recording his great and a1 
laſt. Commiffun to his Apoſtles the be 
other Evangeliſts ſhould have omitted a: 
any material Part of it, which yet will 44 
be the Caſe, if the Power of remitting tb 
1 

IT 

N 

ſe 

b 

K 
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and retaining Sins carries any: ſuch 
Meaning as the Church of Rome pre- 
tends to. For ſurely it is not an indif- 
ferent Matter for us to know whether 
Man bath or hath» not Power to ſit as 
Judge of Conſcience, and to acquit or 
condemn. Sinners in the Sight of Godt. 


Fei thus chen char the Kpoſtles e. 
mitted ami terained Sins, cr by den 4 
bl! elaring that Eaw: by Authority ; from 6 


1 Chriſt, upon the Obſervance or Con- of 
fl 'rompr.ofiwhich-Sinners ſhould-be either || 0 
| Juſtified. or condemned at the Day of 1 


ug udgment, | By a very common Figure 1 
{1 Hat 0 14 
Cl! $1: 


pe 
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of Speech THEY are ſaid to do, what 
HE did BY THEM" as his REPRESENTAT 
TIVES. And this (principally) 1 
to be that Power which our Saviour 
in his Life- time, promiſed to St. Peier 
and tothe reſt of the Apoſtles, I 
laid,” I will giwe unto thee'the Keys: ef the 
King dong f Heaven, and — renal 
25 bind on Earth fhall be bound in Heudem, 
and whatſoever thou ſbalt looſe on Earth ſbu 
le locſed in Hermen. Matt. xviz qi Binding 
and long hath — m! 
ting and retaining; and the Meaning is, 
that what they by Chriſts — 
ſhould declare to be the. Ew of Re- 
miſſion, God would rarify in the ſame 
Manner as if un had declared it him 
ſelf . And this is a Power whichinone> 
But the Apoſtles of Chriſt bould pre- 
I ay that this it Cprincipalſy) the See 


key, becauſe in the 1 1 — 
Verſe, 18. the Expreſfan of bn 


applied to the P f:admittin * 95 7 
chr ng t e ran e iſible e 
Church. But nothing ändere büßt e e Bae 
oo the Keys may embjyblienb tu / d dtiſtinct Powers ; 


peeuliar to the Apoſtles; the; other common ; 
to 1 and to all the ſucc ug e Jo vernours of 
the lth be (of Which here ter) and I conceive it 
ho ata $2] (2882 TULYYT e = 

ten 
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tend to, becauſe they only had the SEAL 


ſteaſt of Chriſt are ſeparated to their 
miniſterial Function by Authority from 
Chriſt, who hath appointed divers Or- 
ders of Men in his Church; but they 
cannot declare what is the Law of Sal- 
vation, by" bis Authority » for they have 
not the Sg AL of it as the Apoſtles had. 

They may publif or — (and by 
their Office they are bound to preach) the 
Law of Salvation as Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles left it. But in this they ſtand 
in the Rank of Iuſtrullors not of autho=' 
rized Meſjengers.” When Chriſt or his A 
poſtles, (under the full Manifeſtation of 
the divine Preſence with them) ſaid his 


more Queſtions to be aſked. Their Word: 
1 was: ſufficient.” + But when an ordinary 
Miniſter of the Church tells me this ix 
the: Law of Sulvation, he muſt be able to 
ſnew meth; 


T have given you my free Thoughts 
upon this much — geen Paſſage of” 
St. John; and if this be admitted the 
Popith Doctrine of Confeſſion and Ab- 


Aire ſolution 


of his Authority. The ordinary Mini- 


du and tbou ſbalt live; there were no 


ö , Eq a. ic. 


at Law in his Bible, or I niet". 
ther. will nor ought to believe it. 


* 


ſolution will be clean ſhut out. As the 


Interpretation is eaſy and natural it is 


ſo much the more likely to be the true 
one 3 and EA __ Ft. ſhall leave. it with 
OU. +; 0 
jo Ar . — > wry d therominy 
bux Who think ho theſe Words con- 
cern the Miniſtersc of the Church in all 
Ages as well as the A and that 
the Abſolution of a Prieſt hen rightly 


adminiſtred hath a real Effeli to juſtify 


Sinners in the Sight of God; let him 
conſider with him delt what that Effect 
is or cam be. No Man will ſay; that the 
Abſolution of a Prieſt conveys Remiſ- 
fon, ſeperately from the Conſideration 
of al Qualifications on the Part of the 
Offender. Even the Church of Nome 
does: not go ſo far. Suppaſe then a Sin- 


ſpects with this ſingle Exception, that 
he has not received, nor intends or de- 
ſires to feceive n ſolution from a Prieſt; 
is he, merely for the want of Abſolution, 
im a State of Condemnation? No Proteſ- 
tant will fay this; and if a Papiſt ſays it 
(as ſay it he mt upon: his own Prinici> 
ples) he muſt; ſhew ome Law: of :: _— N 
e whic 
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"which ſays o too, or it avails nothing, ha 
If God had appointed Confeſſion and Ce 
Abſolution as a'Means neceſſary to Sal- in 
vation, as he hath appointed Baptiſm St. 
and the Lord's Supper; the wilful Ne- of 
glect or Contempt of them would have Va 
Deen ſeteing God's Authority at nought, ing 
and a quft —— of our Qualifi- he 
eatione-in other Reſpects. But there is the 
no ſuch Appointment as this to be found fol 

in Seripture,”whatever che Chu : 
Rome may pretend to; andd it is abvfiond hit 
to ſuppoſe that there ſhould be any ſuch ha 
9 q (becauſe. it refers the on 
Prieſt to a Matter in which che is an in- the 
competent judge. In the other tu. W 
Caſts it is not ſo. When à Prieſt ad. fuc 
miniſters Baptiſm or the holy. Commu- U 
mon; he Knows both what he does, and a N 
why, and with what Effect he does it. wi 
He adminiſters an ciexternal: Ordinance Pr 
to an eternal Effect. which, in thei one NO! 
Caſe, is receiving a Perſon ad a Member Se 
of the viſible Church of Chriſt; in the qu 
other, declaring that he holds Chriſtian- the 
bloſhip with him as ſuch! Here his | the 


Fells 

Oſicèe ends; for as tg Conſcienct he hath vel 

eren to do with it, not pretends to Qi! 
* have | 
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and Ahſolution. N 
have any thing to do with it. The 
Conſcience of the Receiver is concerned 
in theſe Things, as it depends upon the 
State of his Conſcience whether the uſe 
of theſe Means ſhall or ſhall not be a- 
vailable to his Salvation. But concern- 
ing this the Prieſt declareth nothing 
he judgeth nothing, but leaves it to God 
the Judge of Conſcience. But in Ab- 
folution the Prieſt enters directly into 
the Judgment of Conſcience, and places 
himſelf in the Seat of God, hüllt he 
has all the Weakneſſes and Imperfecti- 
ons of a Man, and knows not whether 
the Sentence he pronounces be right or 
wrong Could God be the Author of 
ſuch an Inſtitution as this? To: what 
Uſe can. it ſerve ? Can the judgment of 
a Man; Are the Judgment of God? Or 
will. God confirm a Sentence which the 
Erieſt wrongfully: pronounces ? No, 
nor will he (asu ſay) for want of ſuch 
Sentence condemn a Man whom he ſees 
qualified for Salvation by the Herms of 
the: Goſpel, into which (as we have ſeen) 
the Obligation to confeſs and be abſol- 
ves doexitoticutor; aid tel} 
of me 
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me then what Sort of #fe# that muſt 


be, which, if the Sentence be wrong it 
will do him no good, and, the want of 
which, if he be otherwiſe. rightly: e 
ed, will do him no hamm 
ALL this is plain enough to common 
Senſe. But it is hard to get rid of in- 
bred Prejudices; and to this, I think, 
we muſt aſcribe the Reſpect that is paid 


to private Confeſſion and Abſolution in 
the Liturgy of our Church. What pre- 
cice Notions our Reformers had of this 


Matter, it may be hard to ſay/;:but: this 


is certain, that When the Reformation 
firſt ſet out, there was great Difference 
of Opinion concerning it: For whilſt 
ſome looked upon it as an inſignificant 


Thing, others laid great Streſs upon it; 
which made it a very tender Point to 
meddle with. Our Reformers ſaw the 


Danger of making it neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, and have avoided it. They ſaw 


the Value and Neceſſity of Repentance, 
and have very ſtrongly inculcated it. But 


they did not — 5 noe declare againſt 
the 'Uke of private Confeſhon and Ab- 


e left it ee, 0a, thoſe who 
n WhO 


3 A * otherwiſe A their 
Conſciences; thinking it better, pe er- 
haps, to manage, what they could nor, 
without Danger, attempt to cure. This, 
however, was taking Care of the en- 
tial Points; for whilſt every Man Was 
left to his Liberty, whether to uſe Pri- 
vate Confeſſion or not; and the People 
were taught, that without true Repent- 
ance Abſolution was of no Value; they | 
might be left to ſpeculate” upon its in- 
ternul Operations, without any Hazard 
to their Salvation. But the Church of 
Rome hath etrred in both theſe Points 25 
firſt, in making the Abſolution of à 
Prieſt neceſfary t to Salvation, as I have 
ſhewn already; and next, in ſo explain- | 
ing its Efficacy as to ſhut out the Ne- 
ceſſity of Repentaſce and a new I. ife. 
This remains yet to be proved; and 1 

ſhall take the Proof of it from the Coun- 
cil -of 'Trent; which having laid down 

Contrition as a Qualification neteſſary 
in order to Abſolution deſcribes it thus. 

_ *.ConTRITION: is a Sofrow of Mind 
cc for, and an enen of, Sins paſt, 4 


Ys 


* 155 the 1 8 on to the : Communion, * 


the Rubrick in the V iſi aticn of the Sick, © 
1 CC to- 
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Purpoſe and Beginning 


holy Men, 


40 they 
1725 <c Hatred of their paſt Lives, and De- 
o teſtation of their Sins“ 
looks well; and would Fry one to 


2 
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i +, together with, a Purpoſe [not-to,of- 
fend for the Time to come. It is 


, not only af ceaſing from Sin, and the 
of a NEW 
Lites. but, alſo a Hatred of our paſt 


Conduct, according to that of Ez. 
Fiel, Chap. xviii. Verſe 3 1. Caſt aum 
85 From pa all your Tranſareſſions ⁊uberely 
ge bave Ironſgrejjed, and make you amew 
«© Heart, and à new. Spirit. 


And cer- 
< tainly [proceeds the Synod] Who 
ever conſiders thoſe Lamentations of 


8 


— and the 
like ; cannot fail to underſtand that 
proceeded from a vchement 


All this 


hope, that (ſince all Sacraments oof 
their falutary Effect when there is a Fai- 
lure in any one eſſential Qualification 


in the Receiver) if a Perſon ſhould. re- 
ceive Abſokiion from a Prieſt, and ws 
not truly penitent, it ſhould. avail him 


* Conc. Trid. Ibid. Cap. 4 Tl 21 
nothing 


—— Againſt - thee :anly have. 1 

u an 
<< | weary - of: my. groaning, all the Night 
©. make I my Bed io fivim, —— 


very Canon ſpoils all. 


lation, yet with it he may. 
rine is ſup 


an Abſolution. 27 
nothing. But the latter Part of this 


For there i it is 
ſaid of ArTRITION, (or a lame, im- 


perfect Repentance) that Though it 
* wil not juſtify a Man toit bout the 
Sacrament, yet it diſpoſes or quali- 
* fies] him to ih the Grace of 
God in {or by] the Sacrament ; bRo- 
„ YyiDED- it excludes the Will lor Pur- 
<- poſe] of finning”.” Which is as much 
as to ſay, that though 2 Man not con- 


trite, cannot be juſtified withent Abſo- 
This DoCt- 
| ported by Bellarmine, who ſays, 
(if I underſtand him that **ATTRITION, 


though alone, or by itſelf 3 it will not juſ- 
tify is yet SUFFICIENT WITH - ABSOLU- - 
ION and 
for this Purpoſe. 
to underſtand how Contrition ſhould be 
neceſſary to qualify a Man for Abſolu- 
tion, if any thing. ht of Contrition 
(which Atirition is manifeſtly ſuppofed 
to be) <0i2h Abſolution will do as well; 
unleſs you are willing to accept of the 
learned Cardinal's Solution of this Dif- 
ficulty, which is that Attrition, by 


quotes the Canon of Trent 
But it is very hard 


Eh De Pznit. Lib. 2 Cap, 18. 7 fine. 
C 2 <« Virtug 


to ſerve? Why, 
cit expreſsly ſays, chat Chriſt bas 
appointed Sinners to reſort to this 
<©/Tribunal, that by the Sentence of. the 
. Prieſt they may be! delivered from 
c their Sins, not once, but 's9 or th 
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«Virtue of the Abſolution of tlie 
Prieſt zzcoMESContrition”. When you 
have ſwallowed the Doctrine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, you will be prepared for 
this: For he that has Power to convert 


Bread and Wine into Fleſh and Blood, 


may with equal Eaſe change any thits 
into any thing. 
is evident, that notwithſtanding the 


In the mean while it 


Pomp of Words with which the Coun- 


cil of Trent hath fet forth Contritish, 


the true, plain, Doctrine of Popery is 
that ci Abſolution a very flight, ſu- 
perficial Sorrow for Sin, Without any 


Amendment of Life, will ſuffice for tlie 
Remiſſion of Sin, unleſs a Man be fo 
. deſperately bad as'to entertain the Will 


or Purpoſe: of Sinning, at the very 


Time that he is making Confeſſion to a 


Prieſt! And how long is this Remedy 
for ever; for the Coun- 


as they ſhall think fit to have Re: 
% courſe 


$#..7 s } 
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6e. courſe to this Remedy. For In- 
ſtance; a Man ſins to- day; and to- 
morrow. goes to a Prieſt. Abſolution 
ſets all right. Ile fins again, and con- 
feſſes again. The Effect will for ever 
be the ſame. Every Act of Contfeſſion 
and Abſolution cancels all paſt Dehts, 
and puts a Man, as it were, upon the * 
ginning of a new Scene. This, no doubt, 
is a very comfortable Doctrine for Sin- | 
ners. But it is too comfortable to be 
true. For, at this Rate, Who will take 
any Care to mend his Manners? Thoſe 
who read their Bibles will ſee that the 
Repentance, to which the Goſpel annex- 
es the Remiſſion of Sin, is not deter- 
mined by any one tranſient Act, but 
by a conſtant permanent State of the 
Mind habitually, changed from. Evil to 
Good; and any one's common Senſe 
will tell him, that nothing leſs than this 
can, or ought to, ſerve. So that here 
is a Doctrine which utterly ſubverts the 
very, End and Deſign of the, Goſpel, 
and leaves an open Gap to all Kinds of 
Wickedneſs. Look into the Practices 
of the Members of that Communion, 
S.; Ibid. n 


3 and 
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and you will find them correſponding. 
There you may ſee Men of the moſt pro- 
fligate Lives reſorting as regularly to 
Confeſſion as they 
down te their common Meals. It 1s! 
but too frequent in all Communions for 
Men to act inconſiſtently with their Pro- 
feſſions, even againſt the repeated Ad- 
monitions of thoſe who are ſet over them 
in the Lord. But vicious Practices muſt 
needs grow up to prodigious Encreaſey 
when they have the poblicke Authority 
of the urch e Warm * nen 
ne e 1699017 bob iT 
Ir may now * Pieper to dad a 
little, and confider from what Source 
all this Corruption ſprang. Moſt bad 
Things take their Riſe from ſomething 
originally good, which in the Courſe 
of Time taking in foreign Mixtures 
changes its Nature, and becomes an- 
other Thing: The popiſh Saint-Wor- 
ſhip is the Corruption of that pious Re- 
gard, which was paid to the Memories 
of thoſe holy Men, who fealed the Faith 
with their Blood. And their Sacrament 
of Penance is, in like manner, the Cer- 
ruption of that true, and ſalutary Dif- 
f — cipline, 


— 


go to Bed, or fit! 


and Ab Fong 25 


cipline, which was eftabliſhed in the 
Church by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

Man cannot judge the Heart of Man, 

but Man can judge of the outward Be- 
haviour, and according to this Rule 
the Apoſtles proceeded in the gathering 
and in the Government of the Church. 

Thoſe who came to them profeſſing 
their Faith, and deſiring to be received 
by Baptiſm, were admitted; and thoſe, 
who after Baptiſm, became by theif 
diſorderly Lives a Shame to their Pro- 
feſſion, they turned out of th Church. 

This was founded upon our Saviour's 
Rule. Matt: xviii; 15—18. 1f thy Bro- 
ther ſhall treſpaſs rin thee, go al tell 
bim his Fault betewesn ther and him. f be 


ſhall bear thee, ibo Baſt gained" thy Brus 


ther. But if he will nof hear thee, ' then” 
tate 20th thee one'or- too more, that in the” 
Meuth' of twwo' or three Witneſſes every Mord 
may be eftablifhed. And if be ſhall neglett- 
40 hear them, tell it unto the Chureh : Bat | 
if be nogiktl to hear the Chureh; let him le 


Anto thee as A heathen Mam and a Publica, 


We ſee here, that in Caſe of Offence; © 


the Offender was firſt of all privately to 
be admoniſhed. If that would not bring 
C4 him 


2 +}: 8m 
* 
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him to a proper Senſe of himſelf; the 
Admonition was to be repeated in tlie 
Preſence of two or three Witneſſes. If 
this would not do, he was to be con- 
vened before the Church, again{t-who'T 

Admonition if he obllinarely. perkiſieg! 
he was to be excommunicated, that is, to 
be expelled from the Society of Chriſti- 
ans, and treated as if he were a beothen 
Man and 4 Publican',in which Sate he 


Was to remain till he had given the 
proper Evidence of his Repentance, 
then to be r eſtored to his former HIT 


* N 4 


eng 1s: that ſecond Boch: 1 Antho« 
rity (comprehended under the general 


Name of the Porr * thei Keys), which 
Chriſt. gave to his Apoſtles 3,apd Which 


was not peculiar to them (as the firſt 
was) but common to them, and to all 


ſucceeding Governours of the Church. 
For, to this Diſcij pline We find St. Paul 
directing the Church at Corinth, upon 


Information: that ſome one among them 
had committed Iucęſt in marrying; his 


Father's Mie; whom he, orders to be 


taken away from among them, and „ upon 


Rule, 


« 1411 


this aer on, lays it down as a, general 
{ a 
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Rule, that , any Man: that is called a 
Brother be 4 Fornicajor, ar covetous, or un 


Aolater, ora Railer, or a Drunkard, or an 
Extortioner, they fhould not keep Company 


cih him, no not ſo much as to eat. 1 Car. v. 


In his ſecond Epiſtle we find him giving 


Directions, that the ſame Perſon (it 


ſcems) whom they had excommunicated 
upon the Begeipr of his firſt, ſiould be 
again reſtored z- upon Satisfaction re- 
ceived (no Doubt): of his Repentance; 
for he is repreſented as in Danger of 
being ſauallotbe up with ver- much Sor 
roꝛd. 2 Cor. il. 7. This Diſcipline Chriſt 
eſtabliſhed, the Apoſtles exerciſed, and 
the Church practiced for ſeveral hund- 
reds of Years, till (in the later Ages) 
the popiſh Diſcipline, thruſt it out, and 
llipt into its Place. But you will ob- 
ſerve, that all; this has nothing to do 
with Confctence.. They put Men out of 
the | vi/ible ven of the Church z. 
and they received them back again as 
they ſaw Cauſe: But they did not un- 
derſtand or pretend, that by ſnhutting a 
a Man out of the Chirch;zithey, ſhut 
him out of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
T e laue and they locſed, they remit- 
1 C5 ted 


" 
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ted and they retained with reſpect 


towſhip ; but as to the State of Mens 
Conſciences before God, with at to 
the Judgment of the great Day, it is 
4 Point they never meddled with, but 
confeſſed (as they had great Reaſon to 
conteſs) that they were utterly unquali- 
fied for it. There are ſeveral Writers 
within the firſt 300 Years, that ſpeak 


home to this Purpoſe, and ſhew it to 


have been the ſettled Doctrine of thoſe 
Times {as it was in the Age of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles) that oy ALONE hath 
Power to forgive Sins. Henæus argues 
Chriſt to be God, becauſe he ſaid to the 
Man fick of the Palſy, y Sins be for. 
given thee. Clemens of Alexandria directly 
aflerts, that CHRIST ALONE is able 
<< to forgive our Sins, HE ALONE being 
<<, able to-diſcern the Sincerity or the 
* Infincerizy of our Obedience”. The 
Writer of the Life of Ba/it relates, that, 
a Woman of Quality who- had been a 
great Sinner came to Baſil, that ſhe 


might, through his Means, obtain Par- 
don.” To whom the good Man replied, 
ha "I thou know that NONE can for- 


cs give 


to the 


OUTWARD PRIVILEGES of Chriſtian Fel- 


md Ablation.” 8 5 
«give Sins but. Gov K ? To which 


« and therefore IJ am come to engage 
« thy Interceſſion with. God for me”. 
You 1 what Place (according to the 
Doctrine of thoſs Times) the Clergy 
had in the Buſineſs of reconciling Sin- 
ners to God. It was not (as it is nom 
in the Church of Rome) to pronounce a 
judicial. Sentence of Abſolution; but to 
alliſt them with their Prayers to obtain, 
Forgiveneſs. Upon this latter the an- 
cient Church always i inſiſted much; and 
with juſt Reaſon, for it has the Scripture: 
Warrant to. ſupport it. Our Saviour. 
fays, (Mat. xvii. 19, 20) If two af 
v2. ſaall agree on. Earth,. as touching any. 
thing that. they ſhall ask, it [ball be done for” 
them of my Father which is in Heaven; For 
hen live or three are gathered. together iu 
my Name, there am I in the midſt of them ; 
which: (in effect) the Evangeliſt has ap- 
plied to this very Caſe, by ſubjoining; 
thee Words to, our. Saviour's Grant: 
of the Power of Diſcipline: But See 
James is expreſs, Chap. v. Verſe 16. 
Confeſs your. Faults. one: to another, and! 
250 ane . another that ye may be W 
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The effefius 4571 "Ye Praye of a righteons 
Man toilet 

us; (and I ſhalf ſhew it you more fully 
hereafter) that the Prayers of the Churh 
are not fo contemptible a Thing as in 


theſe” Times they are grown (too gene- 


rally) to be eſteemed: But to convince 
you farther, how little Concern the Ser- 

TER bf tlie Church was thought to 
have in thoſe Times with the Conſcience 


of Sinners, and their Acquittal or Con- 


demnation Veforr God, Rr it be obferved, 


_that even the Monlaniſis and the Nord- 


Hans (WhO were the moſt rigid of all) 
though they abſolutely refuſed Com- 
münion to ſome Sorts of Offenders, yet 
they did not ſuppoſe them thereby ffiut 
out from the Mercies of God; but ex- 


horted them to exerciſe irre in 


the Works of Repentance, that they 


| might obtain Pardon from God in the 


next World, though they did not think 
them qualified to obtain che Peace of 


| the Church in this. 


Upon: th's Foot we ſhall he wa 


til lenfibly upon the Authority of Ab- 
ſolution. For the Act of the Church, 
in declaring a Man admitted to, or. Ex- 
oh from her Com 


mion, is Cas 
much 


much. is ſhould teach 


err e on. 


» * 1 « 


37 


rene 


| Sie with Wel = Hp civil Sener 0 


the Sentence of the Church determines his 
State with reſpect to the religious Society, 
of which he is a Member. But if the 
Church goes farther, ad pretends by 
her Sentence to determine. a Man' s State, 
as it lies between God and his own' 
Conſcience, it is no Act of Authority, 
nor can it have any Effect, any more. 


than the Sentence of a Judge will have. 


Effect, when he meddles in Matters 


that the Law has not placed within his 
Cogniſance. And is it not much better 
to own this, than to graſp at the Shadow 
of an Autbority, Which in Truth and 
Subſtance we mult All of us renounte? 

What elſe do we when we pretend. to 
abſolve Conſcience. * We may uſe a hun- 

dred Diſtinctions, if we Pleaſe. We may. 


ſay that the Abſolution is not authoritetive 


bat Aeclarabory; or that it is not -juticially but 


 minifterial.” But if you would ſpeak to 


be underftood, 5 muſt. ſay that with, 


113 1101. — 
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reſpect to any real, ; internal, Effect, 5 
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NoTHING:z and you will ſpeak "Truth 
too: For all the reſt, i you would pre- 
ſerve to God his Prerogative. t. to forgive 
Sin, are Words without Meaning. : 
Bor to preceed, - Having” EX= 
plained to you! kar” was the true 
Diſcip line ſetled by Chriſt and his 
Apoltles ; 3 let us next fee how and 
by. what. Steps it grew into Difule.. 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſetled this Diſ- 
cipline- in the Groſs ; but there being, 
no Ritual ſet down in Scripture, their 
Succeſſors, in the future Ages of the 
Church, were, in the Mauer of exercil- 
ing it, left to their Diſcretion (and of 
courſe to their Tidiſcretion too) by which. 
means much Superſtition ſoon aroſe. 
The Apoftolical Conflitutions (as they are 
called) are a mixed interpolated Work, 
which was not known in any Form till 
the fourth Century; but which con- 
tains Matters of a much higher Date; 
and there y will find the following 
Directions given to the Biſho „When 
vou ſee the Offender in abe  Congre-" 
* gation, you are to take the Matter 
„ heayily, and to give Orders that he 
be expelied from it. Upon this Ex- 
 pulſon on the Deacohs 458 Iikewile to 


ex 


and Abſolution. 8 


«. expreſs their Concern; to follow and 
« to find the Party, and to detain him 
« for a while without the Church. In 
e a little Time they are to come back, 
« and to interceed with you on his Be- 
„% half then you ſhall order him to 


be brought into the Church; and 


9 alter having examined whether he be 
« truly penitent, and fit to be re- ad- 
« mitted into full Communion,” you 
« ſhall direct him to continue in a State 
« of Mortification for the Space of two, 
three, five or ſeven, Weeks, accord- 
„ ing to the Nature of the Offence, 
and then, after ſome. proper Ad- 
4 monitions, ſhall diſmiſs [or ab- 
<« ſolve] him“. I cannot help rim, 


that there is ſomething in this'whic 


hath very much the Air of a Farce. 
Something there is too Which looks to- 
be Apoſtolical; I mean the Period of 
the Penance, which, originally, was but 
ſhort, in compariſon” to what we find it 
in after Ages. For the inceſtuous: Perſon, 
whom St. Paul directed to be excom- 
municated, was kept in his State of Pro- 
bation for no longer Time, than what 
had paſſed Between the Writing of his 
firſt 25 his ſecond * to the Church 
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at Corinth, which (probably) was not 


more than a, Lear; But look down 
ower, beyond the, Middle. of the third 
Century,.and inſtead. of two, three, five 
or ſeven Weeks, you will find the Period 
of Penance extended. to as many Years. 
1 55 what were the Penitents to do all 
while? Why they were to paſs 


ny ſeyeral Stations, or Stages of 


Dycipline, | They were „ to ſet in Sack- 
<< Cloth. covered. with, : Aſhes; to ne- 
« g glect all Dreſs and Ornament; to af- 
« flict. their Souls, with melancholly 
* Meditations; to uſe neither Meat nor 


. Drink, for Pleaſure, but merely. for 


<< | Suſtenance.;, to, groan and weep and 
« cry unto God bath Night and Day; 
Th to ga themſelves before che | 
«© Clergy and People, and lay down 
an SES N ecks to be trodden on, begging 


40 "of. them, in the humbleſt Manner, 


6 that they would, interceed for them, 
AM ow, though it. is certainly 


MENS ft. and neceſſary, in ſuch Caſes : 


that Men thould, give the proper, Eyvi- 
dence: of their Repentance, by uſing 
great Reſerve in their Behaviour, and 
by. A more than ordinary Attention to 

2.2.1 2:1 een 
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and Abſolutione”' OO 4. 
Prayer and other-Acts of Piety and De- 
votion ; and though I doubt not but 
reafonable Severities of this Sort were 
required by the Apoſtles themſelves; 
yet (with great Submiſſion be it ſpoken) 
1 Ichink that the keeping Men, for Years? 
together, in ſuch a State as is fit to turn 
their Brains and make them mad, was 
ſtraining the String too far, and this, at 
laſt, was that which broke it. For” 
though it might be tolerable in the Ages 
of Perſecution, when the Zeal of Chriſti- 
ans was warm and ſtrong; it would not 
do, when; -after the over of the 
Empire, the Church began to grow fat 
and "wanton, which naturally: would {as} 
in fact it did) diſpoſe them to kick at 
Diſcipline and break thoſe. Bonds which 
galled them too heavity 47 on 1273 #7? 
TrarT which made the firſt: opening | 
to this Revolt, was an Accident which 
aroſe from a Cuſtom Which had: been 
long in Uſe, viz. the admitting thoſe 
who had been guilty of no publick Of- 
fence, upon the Confeſſion of their ſecret 
Sins, ith perform publick Penance, and 
80 through the ſame Stages of Diſci- 
PRE thatpublick Offenders did bg This 
| Cuſtom 
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42> Auriculan Confefon 
Cuſtom was at leaſt as old as Origen, 
who lived in the Middle of the third 
Century, and has a Paſſage to this Effect, 
1. . they who are troubled with Indi- | 
geſtion, and have any Thing within 
. r. that oppreſſts the Stomach, are 
6. relieved by vomiting; ſo Sinners who 
„ conceal their Practices, and retain 
them within their own Breaſt, feel in 
«<themiclves an in ward Piſquietude, and 
Dare almoſt choked with: the Matter 
M hich they thus fuppreſs; but by 
Conteſſion and ———— they 
«diſcharge themſelves of their Burden. 
Fherefore his Advice is, that, in ſuch 
Caſes, Men's would chuſe ſome fit Per- 
* ſon to Wwhom they may open their 
Minds that fo, if he ſhall judge their 
Caſe to be what may nee the Cure of 
<a pudblick Animadverſion, and deſerve 
to be laid open in the Face of the Church. 
for the Ediſication either of thernſclves 
Sorothers, his mag be done deliberate- 
Le ly and diſcreetly”, Wen) Whig) 
Lor meiremark upon this Paſſage by 
| the Way, that it makes nothing at all 
fer ſecret Confeſſions: as they are now 
1 the Church of Rozip. For, 


in 


and Abbt J 
in the firſt Place, theſe Confeffions are 
not urged as a Matter of Neceſſity to all 
Chriſtians, but as prudent in certain 
Caſes, when the Conſcience was oppreſſed 
and burdened with Sin. Such Confeſſi- 
ons as theſe our CHurch recommends, 
and the Practice of all Ages Warrants. 
In the next Place, the Uſe of theſe Con- 
feſſions was not to obtain private Abſo- 
lution from a Prieſt a Practice not known 
or thought of till ſome Centuries after) 
but to dike Advice whether it were beft 
to leave the Iſſue to Private Humiliati- 
on; or to ſubmit to, and put themſelves 
under, the publick Penance of the 
Church. But with all due Submiſſion 


to the high Antiquity of this Practice; 


I muſt take RAVE be of « Opinion, that 
the putting Men under publick: Penance 
for ſecret Sins was a Departure from the 
original Diſcipline as ſetled by -Chrift 
and his Apoſtles.” Our Saviour's Direc- 


tion manifeſtly relates to known and not 


to IP Offences; the Perſons excom- 
by St. Paul were all notori- 

ous Offenders ; and the Rule hie gives 
about Excommunication, relates to Sins 
8 25 and ſcandalous and to none elfe. 
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44 Auricular Confeſſion 


Nor have we the leaſt Hint or Intimati- 
on in Scripture. of ſecret Sins as the pro- 
per. Object of the publick Diſcipline. 
And in common Senle ; if the Church 


Knows nothing of Mens Sins, what can 


the Church have to do with them? 
W. hen Sins are Notorious: there 1 is Reaſon 
god that the Congregation, | to whom 
the Ozence is given, ſhould. receive Sa- 
tislaction of the Sinner's Repentance; 


otherwiſe viſible Communion Cannot 


F 74 a5 


ſtand., But ſecret Sins can give no pub- 
lick Offence ;, and where no Gflence 18 


given there is no Satisfaction due, It 
hath, indeed, a great Appearance of 
Self. abaſement, hen. Men voluntarily 
offer to take Shame to themſelves; and 
this was the Thing that recommended 
this Practice. But on the other Hand, 
no one will pretend to ſay that multiply 
ing bad Examples is not a dangerous 
Thing! or that this Practice did not mul- 
tiply bad. Examples. For though the, 
115 private confeſſed were not always, 
1 17 in the E ace of the Church, and 


5 os would, ſee People ſtanding, in. 
the Rank of — nobody, but 
the Confellor, Knowing hy 3 yer the 


very 


SF > > 


mY - 
- * — 


very Seeg d to Pubnck Penance was 


aPetharation, as ſtrong as could be, that 
there Was ſome Sin at bottom, ard a great 
Sin it would naturally be preſumed to 
be, ſince their private Repentance was 


not thought a fuffirient Cu re for it. As 


Circa may be put, it had been 


better that the Sin had been publiſhed, 


than left to every Man's Conjecture 


what it was; for Men are generally more 


prone to think the worſt of their Neth 
bours, than to take the charitable 81 9 


Tua Scandals had been given by 


Mi divulging of Sins that had better 
have been kept fecrer, we may fairly 


conclude from the Appointment of a 


new Officer in the Church, called the 
Penitentiary Pl ieſt, whiſe Buffneſs it Was, 


to ſuperintend the Affair of rivate Con on 

feſſions, and give Directions to Penſtents 
what Sins were fit to be ſubmitted to 
publick Penance, and how'they were to 
conduct themſelves in the Performance 


of it. This Office was ſet up under the 


Deren Perfecution, about: the Middle of 


the third Century; and was thought a 


ſafer Way than to leave every one to 
chuſe his own Confeſſor, of whoſe Pru- 
dence 


48 a Aurecular Confefficn 


dence the Church could have no Secu- 
:rity. But this Remedy did not cure the 
Evil. Scandal was given, and (as it may 
very well be ſuppoſed) not unfrequently, 
Ell the Accident above hinted at hap- 
| Pening at Conſtantinople, towards the 
Cloſe of the fourth Century, gave Oc- 
caſion to Ne#arius Biſnop of the Place, 
to aboliſh the Penitentiary s Office, 
The Cale was this | 
2 © A:CERTAIN Gendewomencoming 
< to the penitentiary Prieſt, made pat- 
<% ticular Confeſſion of her Sins that ſhe 
had committed after Baptiſm. Th: 
s Prieſt gave her ſuch Directions as he 
4 thought proper; and whilſt ſhe was 
„ procceding in the Courſe of her Pen- 
e ance, ſhe accuſed herſelf of another 
Sin; for the: confeſſed that one of the 
Deacons of the Church had had crim- 
41 nal Converſation with her”. See now 
What it is to meddle with ſecret Sins 
whilſt they are ſecret they may corrupt 
the Prieſt. If they are publiſhed they 
may help to corrupt the People. What 
the Deacon knew of this Woman's 
Crimes the Hiſtory does not inform us. 
But he ſawy that mne had been a bad 


Liver, 


* 3 hy . 
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ty — 2 all Men 


e lee, 4 
"Aa Re. was therefore the more fit 
for his Purpoſe. May we not, without 


Breach of Charity, ſuppoſe ſuch Caſes 
in the Church of Rame? The Matter, 


however, was ſoon blazed abroad. The 


Deacon was excommunicated; and the 
whole City ſcandalized, :wvhon-'diich 
Wickedneſs was commited by Men 
whole Function was Sacred, and (per- 


haps) in ſacred Places too. This it was 


that induced NVedlarius to aboliſh the 


-Qtkce of Penitentiaries, and (as the Words 


of the old Hiſtorian are) to - leave it 


to every Man's: Liberty, to partake 
of the holy Myſteries ¶ that is of the 
Enuchariſt] according to the Direction 
of his own Conſcience”. This Ex- 
ample was followed by almoſt all the 


Biſhops of the Eaſt, though, in the Weſt 


the Office Was confinuet _ ſome time 
ee 

WE have ere thier Anni E- 
| vidence.that)fos the firſt 400 Vears, the 
Confeſſion of ſecret Sins was not lock d 
upon by the catholick Church as a Du- 
by divine Rigi, but 
as an eccleſiaſtical Uſage that might be 
continued or abrogated as Cireum- 
. ſtances 
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48 Auricular Confeſſion 
ſtances ſhiould perſuadet It is nat to be 


ſuppoſed that Nettarins would have a- 
bolifhed this Office, or that the eaſtern 
Biſhops would. founanimouſly have con- 
curred with him in it, if this had been a 
ſingle Caſe; and therefore (as I ſaid juſt 

now) it is'reafonable to think that Scan- 


dals of this Sort were not very uncom- 


mon. However this was, the Office 
was in Fact. jaid aſide; and from this 
Time forward we ſhall find the Fathers 


of the Church, inſtead of exto ling the 


Piety of theſe voluntary Confeffions 
(Which had been the Manner of fome of 
their Predeceſſors) taking Pains to bring 
them into diſeſteem. Cm ſeſtem ſucceed- 
ed Ne#arins in the See of Conſtantinople; 
and what ſays he? I bid thee not to 
upon the Stage, nor to 
<+aceule thyſelf unto others; bit T 'ad- . 
« viſe thee to obſerve the Prophet's Di- 


erection, reveal thy Way.unto the Lord; 


confeſs thy Sins before God; conſets ; 
| Again; 
«4 It is not neceſſary that thou confeſs. 
thy Sins in the Preſence of Witneſſes; 
«6 let dhe Enquiry after thy Sins be made 


them beſore thy Judge. 


in RW" own Thoughts, let God only 


5 only 


& ( 


and Abſohtin. 49. 


« ſee thee confeſſingꝰ. Once more; I 
« do not bring thee into the Theatre 
« of thy Fellow-Servants, neither do I 
« conſtrain thee. by. any Neceſſity to 
« diſcover thy Sin unto Men. Untold. 
« thy, Conſcience before God, and;ſhew. 
« him thy Wounds, and aſk. the Cure 
« of Him“. Other Paſſages to the 
ſame Import might be produced from 
Baſil, from Hilary, from Ambroſe, &c.— 
But it is a well known Caſe. 
This Change, in ſo material a Part 
of the Diſcipline (as, Cuſtom, had made 
it) meeting with the growing Corrup- 
tion of the Times, prepared the Way 
ſor a Change i in the reſt. For the People 
bein now. taught that private Humi- 
Kae and Repentance would do for 
ſecret Sins, began to think. that it would 
do for publick ones too. The Clergy, 
however, preſſed the Uſe of publick 
hender for notorious Sins as much as 
they, coul and, with erste ene 
kept the Diſcipline alive for a Century 
or two, but under gręat and viſible I 


cays. Till, at laſt finding the St ream 
too ſtrong for them (and growing, pro: 
da a8 much corrupted themlclves as 
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private - Confeſſions, 
and private Abſolutions were admitted 
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the People were) they began to turn 
their Thoughts to fofter Meaſures ; and 
private Penances, 


inſtead of the publick ones; much in 


the ſame Sort as (to take an Example 
from among ourſelves) in ſome Places, 


and with ſome Sort of Perſons, private 
Chiiſtnings, and private Churchings, 
have throft out the publick Uk of 
eff Offices. 

Tus was that goodly Order ich 
Ohriſt and his Apoſtles appointed for 
the Correction of Offenders utterly dif- 
folved-and changed into another Thing; 
partly by the intemperate Zeal and! 
diſcretion of the Clergy, and partly 
through the Prevalency of Vice among 
the Laity, Which ew las to that 
Heighth, that Wicks Ig a+ not either 
court found Dotirine, ot fubmit to whole- 
ſome Diſcipline. And when once Piſci- 
pline came to be a private Tranfacticn 


between the Prieſt and the Sinner, and 


ſtocd quite detached from all palit 
fe#f; rhat it might not fem to be a mere 
Morbing, the mternal Effect of FG 
Payton en Conference was, prob bly, 


and Abſolution. Fr 

rn thought of. When it was that this No- 
nd tion began to ſhew. itſelf, the Darkneſs 
£54 of thoſe Times will not allow us to ſettle 
ted with any Exactneſs, nor is it material 
in chat we ſhould. One Thing is certain, 
ple that till after the firſt thouſand Tears, 
585 the Forms of Abſolution ran all in the 
ate Form of a Prayer, and not in the Form 
S of a peremptory definitive Sentence, as 
of | i now ſtands in the popiffi Forms; and 
N in one of our own Forms, from them. 
How this Form came to be retained in 
for our Church, have already hinted 3 and 
dif- for che ſathe Reafons i it is lkely;the popiſh 
4 Form of ordafning Priefts, was allo re-. 
7115 tained” Thele two Forms are relative to 
utly each other; and cannot ftand ſeparately, 
For the oneconveys the Power which the- 
| other Gxerileth.. And they are Novel. | 
ther ties Alike, | The ancient Manner of 
100 erdaining Prieſts was by Impoſition of 
Mfc Hands a yer; but in the twelfth 
Mer Century le Present Form was flipt into 
* 5 © Ritual, in the very Words which 
H our Sa at made uſe of when he ſent 
ene borth his Apoſtles as authorized Mef- 
1M Engers to preach the Gofpel; Receive. 

ly 55 the T0 „ 2 Sins ye re- 


mit 


52 Auriculat Arſon | 
malt they are remitted unto hem and robo 


Heuer. Sins Ye fetgin igen art retained, I here 


is no Harm in the Uſe of: theſe Words, 
we th 1 be use in à qualified 
Senſe ; and 4 very: qualified Senſe it 
wut be. But the Thing moſt to be 
withed; 5 
| operly BEN 1 
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card H ian, | 53 
recommended to all Chriſtians on ſuch 
Occaofins. For though it is no Part of 
che Prieſts Buſineſs to paſs Sentence up- 
on the Sinner; it is his Buſineſs to hear 
che Conſeſſions of thoſe who are Willing 
to open to him the State of thein Con- 
feiences, and to join with them in Prayer 
to God that theit Sins may be forgiven. 
Far A Wiiter of his Late, 5 5 gives 
us this Aecbunt, though he hath: ſhewn 
aà manifeſt Partiality to the Sentiments 
of his on Party, is yet ſo ingenuons as 
to conleſs, that the Fotm choſen By the 
Bishop is uon liable to Exception. as the 
other is, and that he had 4 Nigb. to 
make uſe of it» A Right he had ng doubt; 
and ſo has every body elſe; and a Right 
it is perfectly conſiſtent with choReſpect 
due to the Order of the Church; which 
permits the Ule of the other Form o 
thoſe who//beartily defirevit, but binds it 
upon none. I belive there are few in 
theſe Days that would deſire the Uſe of 
this e I have bee # Paris , 


was never once called g 
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Time hag: worn out e Prejudices 
Which made the Jugulgence of it neceſ. 
ſary at ſirſta I wiſh it hau not alſe ern 
| We ſome better Things. nig ant 
To return now from this Digreſſien 
10 Hur Pripcipah Subieft. . 
ick, ene, publick- Penance, 
and publick . Abſolutions;. turned inte 
private. Ones: In ſhort, the whole Dil- 
eiplige of. che Church, which at firſt Was 
relativg only to the external Policy of the 
Church confidered as a viſihle Society (in 
Which it had a viſible Ei Y changedinto 
anlnſtrument operating (as is vainly im: 
agined) upen ConſeienceanditsStatewith 
reſpe& 4 ale ord; 01 Goals . 
on and Rbſolutien enough ha | 
Let us next conſider — df gator 
concerning which there are t. general 
Circumſtances. that it will be prdper to 
take Notice of, to ſhew vou how the: 
roughly the Chureh of Roms hathꝭ de- 
parted from the ancient Pattern. Tg 
firſt is that whereas in the anciem 
Chureh there was but one Penanes 
there is but one Bapiiſm) the Chuck - 
Rome admits a Man to Penance, ſo often 
as. 1 ſhall: . 8 * 


leaner he 
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and At — . E 
Athlaripu, which is- as often as he ſhall 
think it needſul. The Reaſon of the 
Difference is viſible, and ariſes from the 
Change made in the Nature of the Dif- 
cipline. The ancient Church judged (and 
rightly judged) that it-was inconſiſtent 
with the Nature of the Church, con- 
ſidered as a viſible Society, to hold Com- 
munion with notorious Sinners till they 
had given the proper Evidence of their 
Repentance z which Evidence the Pe- 
nance ordered and 1 rformed was pre. 
famed to be. But if after the Pennies 
performed, the Perſons relapſed into the 
ſame Sins, or committed as bad? or 
worſe, the Ground of this Preſumptiom 
ceaſed. The Man diſeredited his own 
Evidence; and they would not admit 
Rim to Penance a ſecond Time; but 
treated him as one not ſit to he truſted; = 
In like manner as in civil Societies, if 
a Man ſhould be guilty of Preaſan 3 


gainſt the State, and 15 his S ubm. 


Hon be once pa it would not 

marin at least) be — prodase 
him with the fame Clemeney. But the 
* r 8 


Sol e 4 one ere may be y 
Room to queſtion. © ieee 5 
In next "Thing to be tben Nolte 


Was ert 


is à Queſtion fit only for * 
te "middle with; and to fuch EAN N. 
Bor after all, What is dbb Penanes'? 


868 e Con | 

"no. Relation to the Church * 5ublick 
Society, but being a ſecret Affair be- 
tweet! the Prieſt and the Sinner to Cure 
"his; Conſe ſcience, they take a Proportidn- 
able Liberty, and admit him to Pen. 


ande ſo Olten as His Conſciente Wants 
| *Euring.." And if the Prieſt could do all 


Thar he 3 0 qo; it muſt be — | 


"of" 18, that Whereas, ancientiy, (a few, 


uss extepred)*the Church always fe. 


quired the Penance to be performed 


"before Abſolution was given; the Church 


"Of Rome gives Ahfolution immediately 


upon Sone, and7ruft9 for the Pen- 
Aflce to be performed afterwards." And 
| -what if the Penance wed 


er be perform- 
ed? Will God reſcind His own Sen- 
tence? Will tht Man who! (as vbey fay) 
juſtified by: the Abate, 

umjuſtifed? "This 


of the Prieft be again 


uit ie was Th'the ancient © Ohurch 5e 
. 1 3 ee 
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REY 
have heard already. It was long andate- 


vere: More ſevere perhaps; in ſomeę Reb 
ſpects, than it ought to have been Bs. 
the Church of Rome has taken Care tu 
make the Burden light enough. Nou 
mult ſay over ſo many Prayers; which 
you may do ata Card- Table, with as 
good Effect as eiſewhere. Or; yon 
muſt give ſo much Alms ;-you muſt 
faſt ſo many Days; you muſtſubmit to 
ſuch or ſuch Acts of Mortification. 
All this is to be done by way of G 
ſatiun ot Satisfaftion,. as they are Pleaſed 
to:call-it; andi it matters. nat whether 
there be one Grain af Religion at bot- 
tom, Provided the Work be but dont; 
or if there is any Part of it that you do 
not lilæe, it may be bought off, ( 0 
by ſo much Money. No 1% when, is 
this Satigfactiun ſuppoſed: to be made? 
Lo Gop you may be ſure z:: between 
whom and the Prieſt the, Affair 4s tranſ- 
aktecl. But is there, or can there be a 
zmpre deteſtable Ixaffick than this! 
Prayer, and Faſting, and Alms, art ac 
_ceptable ta Goc, When, they A un- 
fFclered as the Works of true Re | 
:4nce..,But- to treat them as Attanements 
or Sin (which is plainly the popiſh No- 
Bets | 1 „„ | tion 


Heauen,. if 


vou chuſe? The Phyſican wi 
lay open your: Norte and apply whole: 


= A ur can 
| tion) is an A front to God, abd a Scan- 
dal upom his boly Word, Mhich knows 


of but one Atonement on Sin, che 


| Blood of Jeſus Chrift.:-/ N. 10 {a 1 1 85 


Henk is however, you ſee, a ver 
euſy Road laid out for, Sinners to 

yow can „ upon 
10 cry it. But OI my Friends! Hoy 
ſad . boy 7} Wet 7 hs at) 45 


955 


with eee. 855 Vall drop off's 


one, and our Souls: ſhall Wa e, 


dexfortmed, and filthy, before the Face 
ef that ' great” and terrible Judge, into 
whoſe Preſerice no unclean Thing ſhall 
enter Sprak; tell me; which'would | 


: V will 


ſane and ſalutary, tho' ſnarp and; pains. 
ful Remedies; of him who will Min 
them over, and uiſe Palliatives to make 


you not feel your Pain, but leaves the. 
Cauſe: untouthed; that will work your 
Deſtruction ! I know your Choice. You 


8 


need not tell me. You had Hy or 
Pain awhile than die. big what 18 115 


4244 2 


you oe ARA) Woo into i 


not to fear; for it is the Entrance upon 2 : 
& new. and a better Life, to thoſe who 
hl ſhall be found qualified for it. But Is, 

Death to which all theſe falſe Sur - 
A this pirirual Quacker 
. us; is the Death of the Sou 
Rl hath no new Life to ſhccord 1 its 5 "bur | 
© | hath its fall and final FER e 5 2 

75 eternal Wrath ” 


3 85 bring 


"of God. 


4d I. SHALL. cloſe the Su ect 
010 | Hort Advice. — raft not 10 5500 * * 
508 8/4 Divinations ; but 200 ont your. obs 
ND 12 

ear and trembling. Go 


all SaFogtione with 
ui not to 4 Prieſt for whar the Goſpel puts 
l into your own Hands. YouhaveChrift's, 
. Promile, That if you have Faith and 
5 true Kepentance, ' y 85 all be faved; 4 
2H This pu” may truf o. It you, traſt : to. | 

| 15 aon 4 broken. „ 
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47 P trading' Relig gion on. 
Worſhip; they betray us into Sin; and {| + 
1 9 a falſe Method of Recon- | 4 
Liliation when we have ſinned, they ad! / 
1 us from the true one, and idive us un- 
der the Sentence of the Law. But it is g 

15 ft, that after this you ſhould quit! have 9A 

1 pt of the bir es Doctrines of the 
"Thar hof Rome; 544 mercantile Part of | 1 

heir. Nen (as we may call it) by 

Which they cheat you of your Money. 0 

5 Sk. Paul ſpeaks of Men of rorrippied 0 

%% of the Truth, who ſup- | 

ed that Gain was Godlineſs." 1 Tin vi. f 
{ 

4 


4 | hat is Who turned. Religion into a 


''"*Frade. St. Peter like wiſe complains of | 
| Weng who through Covetonſueſs with'feien- Y © 
ede Words made Merchandize of the People. | «| 
2 Pei. il 3. This it is to turn Religion 
1 e a Trade; not, When ſpeaking the! 
Ve e Truth and Soberneſs, Men 
| receive che honourable Rewards of a4 
J painful) Miniſtry (fer the Lubourer is | © 
> worthy of bis Hire ) but, When by Falſl- Bg 
*, hood and Fraud, under the Maſk off 
| Sto they make Gain to them- | 11192 
fees. Such Nh thoſe” of whom St.. 
I Der ne and theſe were they, of | 
2 Pole * he ee at d 275 111104 

ie” elle 
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= i The Ar Mr. "Meds does not 
ſcruple to ſet down this, as another il- 
90 eee Prophecy of the popiſh Ap 
ſtacy, upon ſuch Grounds as thęſe. In 
the firſt Place; theſe Teachers of dam- 
nablz Heręſies, were to, make no {mall 
Figure in the World. They were to 
* an Abundance of Diſciples, after 
them. Many. ſpall follow their permicicu 
„ by reaſen f bum the May of A. py 
Pall be evil Holen f.. Verſe 2. Hereſies 
there were in the Apoſtles Times but 
their Leaders were hut a few, and thoſe 
Mlen of no Credit in the Church, Which 
fc e them as ſoon as they were 
| diſcovered. But the Time, it ſeems, 
Was coming, when the Church. ſnould 
generally be ae . pitch 
Doctrines, to the great Diſcredit of the 
Goſpel and its — tn "So. much the 


to Words ſeem to imply. In the, next 


rm WES ace; theſe danmalle Herefes, are the 
Dori wing) mY ä — — 
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mos he their Deckrine ef "the Pop 45 


me add; this Idol-Worſhip among 
Ohthſtiins*(6% theſe —.— rer) is 


called by the Apoftle a dig 1hr Lord 
Mat ere them; tick pe agrees 
with tlie HNolatry. Fe (act 


—.— to ®279þY Tdolatry" at large, is 
(rittal a Demut of the God that is 
de; who” made us; ſo the Worthip 

paid to Saints and Angels as Mediators, 


deemedius ; that is, of he Lord that} 


15, and Who 15 The ſole Mediator Be. 
tween God and Mani WI 


there is in this, it s ble, at leaſt, 


an he Charuers then er ka the Wa, 4 | 


Mann Hhoer dies 
finer pe e parti 


ipally in theſ® ewe Points; e 
acy.” E e e 
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and are noted Nw oy OM: Tere 
wirt no other Hereſy: than this! "Let 


Sa virtual Denial of the God that Te 
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mad; and that, till the-Bith 


Biſhop. 
. iber ; 


9 99 we 2456 p7F; 1. 
ri 4 p49 Sk F bt. 8 6 gti 
% Peter” was Biſhop of Rome. That he 
was the Chief of the A poſtles ; and had 
+ a Juriſdiction and Controul over them 
4 all That the Power which Ste. Notes 

<< had was veſted in his Suceeſſors the 
* Biſhops of Noms, forever 1 and, in 
Conſequence of this. hat eve eryfRiſhoy 
* of, Rome i 18 uniuorſal Biſhops having 


«+ Authority: over all che Churches of 


the chri tia n World. This is the 
Doctrine. GAO BCE IEC ET OUR 
Bum you 10 deny that St. Erba 
* Biſhop of Nome; for it does not 
appear from Hiſtory that he was! Leu 
may ſay farther, that the very Notiem of 
an e Biſhop is Chimerical and 
opS Of Re 
Mad, it was never choug r 
may as well be-ſuppbſed; tat God ould 
put all che Kingdoms of the Eäàrtf un- 


dier one Ning, as chat he ſfould put all 


the Churches of the Earthi under one 
er is N as 


| ended: to, as What falls moſt 


f ee br ee have] razed 
Empires almaſt univerſal. But they are 
ſunk and: gone s oppreſſed by their own 
MWeight, and buried in their own Ruins; 
ag, we truſt, chis ſpiritual Monarchy ſhall 
be, when God's appoint 


ed Time for it 
5 is Cme. en Auen eie 
Bur the Thing Principally to he at- 


Compaſs of your, Obſervation, is, that 
the Corner: ſtone of this Fabrick is ſtark 
naught. St. Peter (ſay they) had, Au- 

cthority over the Reſt of the Apoſtles; 
therefore the Succeſſors of St. Peter, the 
Biſhops of Rome, muſt have Authority 
yer all other Biſnops. The Concluſion 
is not good, ſuppoſing the Premiſes 


Mere true. But whete do they leann that 


St. Neten had Authority over the Reſtiof 
8 enteo into the New Tefta- 
ment andi ſeę if vou gan find. any Signs 


l it. Chriſt aid y to deter, * Upon 22 


Nac toill buuld um (burcb, Mall. 


XVI. 18.9 But this was not peeuliar to | 


Meer. All the. Apoſtles were Rocks 
upon reb was built, reſting 
en Cal tbe che 8 Eph. 
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. een K „ee Mbigad e ; 
Heatem; and — Thou palit bins 
ifhall be Bou n; An debate thon 
Aly - oke ſdull be oſeu, & c. Matt. 
Nel 1977 iche very"Power'is given 
to Af the Apoſties, and in the ſame 
Words, Matt. xviti: 18. Again; Chiriſt 
ſaid to Peer, frei ny Sheep: Joh. xxil 17. 
But this is {6 far from being pecuſiar to 
Bim, hat it is not peculiar to the whole 
Order of the Apoſtles; for iti is the Of- 
fiee of every ordinary Miniſter to fecu 
tte Flock" of Chiti Pet. woos e 
. — which I have mentioned are the 
incipal Texts, upon which the Papiſts 
ä redo their . — of St. Pes Su- 
Premacy over the Reſt of che Apbſtlesz 
and you ſee plainly that they prove no 
duch vi Matter; for it is impoſſible to ſhex/ 
a Privelege to one from a Grarit that was 
gien in common to all. But ttad the 
Acts of the Apoſtles; and ſee how the 
Fut ſtands. There you will find that 
the Apoſtles acted and conſulted in 
common, without conſidering St. Peley 
A having any Superiority over them. 
He was called to give an Account of 
his Sec 9 and he dcliver- 
. ed 


#*E nn” wi 
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— — oe any. 9 of. ee 
over the Reſt. St. Paul expreſsly de- 
RIES that che. other Apoltles had, any of 
them, Autharity or. Juriſdiction over 
| him; and ſays in 21 Words, that he 
muna abe Apoſile ef the Uncircumcifion: ar 
Peter muas of the Circumc iſian. Gal. ii. 
25 He withſtaad Peter his Face when. 

thought that he deſerved Blame. 
Verſ. xi. He peaks 


ꝗꝶꝶꝙůÿ coongy 5s AY evi 
himſelf ee eats Meaſure, plaiuly 


. EN eee 


him that had ſent him. 2Cor. N. 14. This 


a Was: alſo. the Henle of the imitive 


fo ee es . cles eite 0 
dictions there were of 
Biſhops in the primitive Times, as there 
are now but this was never conſidered 
Anta Matter of divine. Right founded up- 
on St. Rete s Supremacy over the Reſt: 
of the Apoſtles, but as a Matter of ec- 
cleſiaſtical Inſtitution Auer, or: * ogy» 


. 
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Biſhops over . 
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of 
in thach ihe TEE) — r 2 
Share, wit other Biſhops. Vbu do not 
expect that I ſhould enter into the Detail 
oball theſe. Particulars, Which would be 
leading you a  greaz:Leal beyond your 
pth. But I ſpeak a known Fact when 
L tell you, that ant Writers have 
proved beyond: all-Contradiftion, that 
how ready ſotver the ef Nomt 
were, on all Ockaſians to E xtencb their 
Juriſdiction, they never pretended tua 
Supremacyiover other Biſhops till abuve 
boo Vears after Chriſt. And it is are 
remarkable (and : froutd: always be * 
membred by you, een 
eb with upem this: Head) that ſe late 
this it was renounced-ievendayj 2 Bribep 
of Rome in the moſt ſolenin Terms. It 


_ was: Pope Gregory the Firſt, Who when 


the Emperor | Afannicius would have 

givewi the | tinople tlie 

Title of eee b 
it to the Pride of Lucifer, and ſays tliatʒ 

2 offumed: it was ib Fore RUNNER, 

rexrisT; ant as he renounced 

al Cre e ir Frag "arp ſo he men 5 


e. 


Tee Pape. o Sipremac. 

aſpired to ſuch a Power. So unhappily 
(again) has the Church of Nome born 
| cali nee to . vi 64 i CAC us? 


d to ch Riſbop 
of) ome ct, as it was: toghe Bi 85 
| of Conſtahtinople, Gregory. would: 


"Re iti! Its is, howeyer certain, it 

: $/nextiSucceffor. but ohe, Pope *Boniz 
i frets D ird, accepted N 
| npberor Fan -omplem ent for 
1 the made of e ee 
ben hirn 10 b ill gottes Empire. 5) 
bat Fraud and Vielence, by 

. Wars land Treache s by what. Follies; 
Þ Vices and Diſtreſſes, or Intereſts of tem- 
poral Princes; this Claim has been ice 


i — uphelds it would be a l i 


| tell. mo and as 800 2 Fon hav 
i 3 ere ö 4 e WIyou, 
6: that the Pope ee Ap- 
| pointment o Chtiſt or his Ap eb 
2 Creature of e and a 
| ſea ray bs on upon the Rights and 
Liberti of the chriſtian Church; and 
| | 1 bra ras Se der We 


0 e Pp Sufhomanysn" 6y 
ſtore! this] Nation to: its true qhriſtian 
Freedom. putting the Direction of 
Chuch Affairs under our wn Biſhops 


and Clergy, without depending on any 


ſoreighyFower wharſoe ver: It was ſore 


Ages: after the / Goſpel had been here 


planted; before the Pope's Juriſdictign 


when Hut in the Mank (Nh game over, 
as I have before ſaid, to convert the 
Sarbns) litſt attempted to eſtabliſhit; the 
old Britiſh; Biſhops ſrenuouſly 'oppoſed 
kim, affirming that this Church had been 


Aways! goyertied by its; on Biſhops; | 


and that they knew of no Right; which 
any foreign Prelate had tb L exereife 
Authority in this Aſland. his wilt 
farmſh nee a ſhort and ſufficient 


lafwertoa ſtale Ohjection of the Pa. 


ilts, with which they are wont to mak 
great Outcry wia, that by Heparating 
from; the Ohurchs of Roms 275 2 


hes from? an Authpricy which k 
uriſdiction;.over. us. The; Sin would 


was, acknowledged and received; and 
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61 Tal Punifhmearer ies Btus HIER may | 


Thrift ye” their felotaivies 3 wr? hare 


heretofore obſerved: | [7 — ile 

YE! ere ee Toro n But 
Leer us go: Or Wen letbe ele Ku 
tlie 3 Pon cAroR Y With its 
2 The Doctrine is tllib, 


re 


« af tolete rh Puniſhiment for His Sins: 
«'-—ThatGod/uponithe Account of the 
Death and Iitercefhon'of Chriſt; does 


indeed parclen Sin as t its eternal 


N. Puniſhment, but that the Sinner is 
elfe Bable to temporal Puniflimient; 
mch he müſt expiate by? Acts of 
& Penance and Sor in this World; 
4. together with fun Scher Suffering a 
« God'ſhall tn It to lay upon im; 
but that if lie bes hot ex Plate theſs 
„in this Läfe, here s A State of Suffer 
75 TRY ant (Miſery in che text Wold; 
<here che Soi Is to ear thetempbö⸗ 


*© continue” CO Ns eo 4 0 
7 Tus Skate Pfr ſuffering 15 


OH „ 


WoOorkd, is what they: cal P = 
eluſe ESTES 


2 


1 


1 * 


* 
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Men (for had ones have no Place there) 
4a Qualification for their: Admittance 


| who {i ſeems) hac 
was: neceffary: for” their 


Purgatory nt nge. 1 


roed and cleanſed from their Sins as 


into Heaven: And the Papiſts will tell 

you, that there are two Ways of mort - 

ening rhis Time of ſuffeting. One is, the 

ſaying over ſo many Maſſes or Was <0 
a_Prieſt ; the other, the InpvroenC 

he Pope, who, they ſay, has the 

re of the whole C rel in his: Hands, 

and has Power 15 diſpoſe of it for the 

Benefit of Souls in Purgatory, as he 

mall think fit. If you would kbow ¹t 


what this 7 teaſure i 15, it is the Merits of 


and the Sair FI 1 Lay the Saints, 
more Veitue than 
on Ute, and 
have left ſome behind de e Men do 
their Eftates) to be diſpoſed of for the 
Uſe of others: Can you be ſerious, and 
forbear laughin hen you hear ſuch 
Stuff as this! If you. can, turn once 
©] Ade more. to your Bibles, and ſee what 
ON Can Had” there of theſe Matters. 
as it ever heard of (except among Pa- 
pts that the Attonement made by the 
lood. of. . 2 ee us 


. THY ah 


I Huta 
: 11 5 ee from, — 


New 17 8 not chaltiſe hiwtelf by, 


ment; ot that, what. Chriſt hath no 
tone for, Man may attone for = 
by, "his Helder Sufferings : L. Never. I 
2 not, that God may DR calls 3 


Men tos een this World. He, 
olten doth it. Nor do I ſay that a good 


Motil cation. 2d Sele denial. It 


8 0 oper, and e ceflary. 
But, Tay, t 1 0 in 1 8 Cale ue ſuch. 


Suffering S.t0.. conſid ered as Expiatir, 

; Ving 10 De fect 1 the. p ; 23 

on; applying any eee in the ene, 
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eatery] c Urn el. 77 
abe mcg! 'think'by what Art 
it is poſſible to draw from ſuch a 
Conc luſion as thib. The Scripture ſays 
very little of the intermediate State be. 
tween Death and the Reſurrection. But 
what it does ſay favours the Opinion that 
the Souls of good Men, after they ure 
rated from the Body, go to 4 Place 


ter into this Point; for the: main Streſs 
of the Matter does not lie here. Be it 
as they ſay, that the Souls of good Men 
muſt Tuffer a Purgation before 8 are 

admitted into Heaven; What häth the 
Pope to do with'this? What have the 
Prieſts to do wick it? If 4 Man be laid 


in Gaol for a Debt, and another; pre- 


tends an Authority to ſet him a Liber- 
ty; he muſt ſhew his Warrant from the 
Creditor, or his Ptetenſions will be treat- 
ed with Contempt. The Creditor, in 
this Caſe, is God; -and when the Bene 
will : ſhew us the Warrant, by TER 
God "hath made him his Agent to 
>Herher or ſhorten the Time of 858 

tion according to his Diſtretion, it fall 
bel admitted Fil chen it is an impu- 
W 16 Preren tom! » ae 
E | 


Reſt and Happineſs: I will not en- 


74 Purgator wand Indulge - 
God had: intended to truſt any Mortal 
upon Earth with ſuch a Power. as this, 
the Pope would have been the laſt Man 
he would have chaſe, - For what % 
does he make of it? Upon what Con- 
dition does he grant his Favours? Why 
ſometimes you are to be ſent upon a 
FooPs: Errand 3 as ſuppoſe, to viſit 
Teruzſalen and the holy Land, or the 
rine of ſome Saint, it may be at ſome 
hundreds of Miles Diſtance. Sometimes 
you are to ſay ſuch or ſuch Prayers, or 
8 e a Sum of Money into the 
pes Chamber. And (what is work 

wy Ut Groetimes you will be ſent to cut 
Mens Threats 3" to raiſe Seditions, and 
Wars, and Rebellions. for the Good of 
the Oatholick Caufe, What Notions 
* Men have of God, who can chink 
e bim by ſuch Methods as 
theſe But it is not enough to ſee 
how the Caſe ſtands between. God and 
the Pope; it is neceſſary likewiſe to 
conſider how it ſtands between the Pape 
and the Saints too, of whoſe ſupera- 
bundant Merits he pretends to have the 

Diſpoſal. Iwill not diſpute Whether a 


Man may inot have more Vittue than is 
Boz) bp. cat * 


thay the Pope, 1 "diſpoſe of, ** 


1 and Todalgeners, * 7 | 
ſtrictly neceſlary to carry him ito, Fleas 
ven; but this I may ſay, upon; the Aus 
thority of God's Word, that let a Man 
have ever ſo much Virtue, he may make 
great Advantage of it to US hen 
he comes there. If he accepts; to zh 
ſelf the Advantages which his ſuper r 
Qualifications!will naturally Vield, Ri 
Friend cannot claim the Benefit of dem 
tog. If you offer me 'a Sum of | 
that youwowe me, and I take it, the Pebr is 
diſcharg 3k 55 42 1 ne pa 88 Fool 


we 'Know that the AUR are el 3F 
pare 12 By their . OE I | 


unit to; give e Nees Songs 
Poor; er if he be, ite id Mein he will 
dafire. co have the Diſpoſa t is: ** 
IF. AN other Queſtion alſo Will ariſe; 
If the Saints hovld -he- willing; to part 
with their ſuperabundant Merit, aw 


70 5 ee FEY Th 
for Ke Ut of thoſe whoti he ſhall 1 f 
fe. New Apes it appear that God WII of 
them? If I owe you a Sum of poſi 
Morieys and my Ericiid offers to pay, # | os 
for ne, you are bound to accept it 
e er no, War Gd is bognd 
to place the Vertues of one Man to an; 
| Sthers Atcolitſt. You ſee then, e 
referer] Things neceflary -'to 
bs pe ä his Claim co, grant H 
| 6 Xs; And, if you will give me 55 
ſent this Matter to gu in a 
ea foreihiar Light, chere thou 
een cquivalent to what ov? 
ae all an Indenruts tripartite, in 
| es are concerned? The 
ut covenant to give up heir the 
4 wfdant- Merits, God mult, 
| . gsecępt them. And the Pope 
aut be inxpowered by both to diſpoſe 
of them! as le pleaſes,” iIkndw/ net 
Where e ge t arch for ſuch an In- 
trace as cis, une it be in oh 
- Piipe's' Archives, Where, poſſibly 4 7 0 
e be fad: by choſe f. 
Will givetheifſclves the Trouble to ok 
e t 2522s ©'beſericus{uþowa/crious 


EO re Weed. | 
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This transferring. of, Merit from one 
Man to another is a moſt ſenſeleſs. Kind | 
of Brokery, and in the Nature of it im 

poſſihle. 
gur Sins, 22 
pitiation- than this; and if a Mag cant 


not attone for himſelf by an Thing he 


can do; much leſs dan ins Braid ar 


tne. for, hin , Srl ed Lat bas 


Leer us Dow: 80 P what Shate 


the Prieſt has in this boaſted Wers 


delivering Souls out, of, Purgatomms 
whieh is the faying d many Ae f or fp 


many Prayers. Ns to theſe 
maſt know: thar.they,are/mathing cl 
than: ſaying over the Comi . 


ie 
the; Wine; which. the Frieſt fend 


does by himſelf;. without, ſo Much a 


one Soul 13 communicate 4 — | 


And now. I haye faid this bee faigl 


enough. For this is, plainly a, Carcop- | 


tion of Chyi! it's e en which in che 


Nature of it requires, that many dhould 


6 5 15 in common. Bod SK 


ky to Chtiſt'sApz Ppaintment, 


th UC oak as ale 1 Bin en 18 27 In 


We know, that. Chal ded fat 
Ve, know of no other Prot 


Aſſes; ou 
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78 Purgator yard. Indulgences-' e 
Prayer. there is more Senſe, though not 
better Warrant for the Uſe of it to the 
Purp Je we are now ſpeaking o of. God 
Hath *commanded us to pray for one 
another under the Troubles and Dil: 
treſſes of this preſent Life; and were 
"welfare that the departed Souls of good 
Men are diſtreſſed in the other World, 
| and had the ſame Warrant to pray for 
Their: Deliverance; it would be right. 
But the Scripture ſays nothing of, the 
Otie or the ocher; "all therefore. 40 10 
Fooliſh. and ſuperſtitious. It „48. a 
8 Ache e rc 


Pin the Ted, 


But this 3 is 10 far from 2 5 an Arg 
mulitfo4 Purgatory; that it ig an 3 
ment ' againſt it; for the Practice Jup- 
" poſes 271 theſe departed Souls were in 
5 4 State of Reſt and appineſs though 
; en e * It is not u likely. however, 
That in . Ages tliis Notion! miſundgs- 
Rood and corrupted (as many © 
Notions were) 1 77 give Riſe to 8 the 
Doctrine of Purgatory ; 1 555 we may 
e ppoſe tllat it was Herre 
bas N * te 
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Purgatory, and Indulgences. 


or Saint Worſhip was“ from tlie 
Heathens, who (many of them) certainly 

believed a State of Purgation. But, be 

this as it will, we are very ſure it came 

not from Chriſt or his Apoſtles, 

Bor how are you to come at theſe 
Maſſes and theſe” Prayers! At Seat | 
Expence'; for the Prieſts will not do 

their Work for nothing! So that if 'you 

are rich you may Cut Sfr ſome hundyeds 

(and ſome of urn *F think,” talk of 

. por ro . of Years: of Miſery.” 85 0 | 
"Fe poor you "miiſt” take” 7 

and Ray till 


| our hg 'bf 
da naturally expires, But I 
Would adviſe theſs Men 'of more 5 | mY 
Ai Senſe,” before they part with” 1 980 
Money, to conſider el they pare Vin 
it for. It is to be releaſeck from Pr 
gatory. But how do they KO they A 
mall ever come there? Hell, not Purga- 
voy, is the Place for bad Men; o that 
il it ſhould be, thar' your” Portion is not 
As the Righteous; you will pay your 
7 and go to the Devil 110 the 
Bargain. And what Security an du | 
have that this may not be the Cafe? 
None, but the Prieſt's Abſolution, 
E 4 which 


dell ygu : And fo vaſt were the Endowy 


80 Nur gal Sn Indalgenits, 
which: (with their Leave) is al Securiey 
not worth A ſingle Farthing. 12.11 
, Boum abſurd-as-all weis Dodrinexar, 
the Pope and his Clergy had Dexterity 
enough, in dark Ages, t paſs chem 
upon the People; whom tenet: and 
cheated/of their Money in a moſt ſfeans 
dalous and ſhameful: Manner. oe 
immenſe Sums | have-: formerly, been 
drawn out of this Kingdom, by Peters 
prnets, by Appeals, hy whe,” and 
other Tributes challenged? by the Rix 
ſhops of Roms in Ces: of their 
pretended Supremacy, our Hiſtories will 


ts ſettled upon the Clergy; within 
Realm bydkluded Men for the Pure 
poſe of ſaxing Maſſes to redeem the 
Souls of. bee or their Anceſtors 


from Purgatory, that it greatly impo- 
veriſned the whole Nationʒ and had not 


the Scandlals of the Clergy on the one 
hand; and the Statutes of Muntmain on 
the other, reſtreined the Profuſenaſs 


that the World was wreught up to:byi! 
_ theſe falſe Notions, it mighthaveradeSs 


in the Ruin of - Tha Kingdo 
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ing ke any Parts bf tis 
iti Wer Id e began in 
Germany, whey ü e ee NCES' 
were ſet to ſale in- ſd prots* a Manier 
the” Marte dae, Him er % Papitt 
—_ Monk) took» E 8 ad 
pn 8 75 a I It mapy 


abrſches from: che « Communion of th 
Church of Rant: Vou are new deſired to- 
boo Back a Httle, and: upom a ee 
Whole, th confider, whether'yourare: 
1 0. 3 5 Sen 


255 of Be ( 
it not 7 1 Fa 2 5 My 1 70 
to reflect, how carefi ful we ought 


pur. ſeveral Stations, 10 endea- 
reſervation, of our 8 


our 
cakes, Which N AS, arrier 
between P opery and us? * * WA 
bur. Eſtabl nt, and f uppoſe FL.) 
Government. ſet up. in, its Me 7 
4434 of A eligion and. Libe exties . 
222 wy 0 ie AR 5 a | 
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to you, for mere Gibberiſh that . as 

not underſtand. vou muſt have 
your 'Hoiiſes haunted by Inquiſitors, 
Who will be perpetually whiſpering! in 


your Ears, and in the Ears of your 1 
Wives, your Sons and your Daughters, 
_ will make themſelves your Maſters, 


their being mady privy to the Se- 
rews of your” Families. Tou will have 
our enletepees enſnared, and your 
res ſqueezed by Impoſitions of Va- 
dus Kinds that wilt not profit. 2 | 
If you like all this, then op g 
Gates to a popiſh Governinient "and die 
it welcome. But if not, at your. 7255 
you muſt Keep it out; or if you. take . 
Within your Walls, their” Je. Danded 
Ey#ine ſtands at the Door ready to ſtrike 


When all other Means fail; and ou 


will have bur this alternative left; either 
to comply againſt your Conſciences, or 
to ſuffer Perſectit on for”) yours Conſcien- 4 
tes SR * 
Some good gatllted "om gfe” Papi 
Yhaps will tell you, | es © they are 
not for ſuch rough Meaſures: * Rat 
Dine has” altered | 1 Opmion 
and Senſe of gs 5 and that Ex 
"AER N perience 


4 — ele 9 — Mere . 
* tempt to make any Change ine 
national Religion and Worſhap, and 
that therefore nothing of t this Sort is 
to be fearedis”»Whenovgr oul dar 
2 Papiſt er upon ſuch Talk 
(for Talk it is, and 9 derer p 
bim hort; and tell him, that a Fapiſt 
m Power, and a Papiſt out ef Pewer ate 
different Things; and that if * hus 
| learned ſomething by Experience (ef 
Which you havesng/ Proof but his on 
Word ves aso haue learned fomething 
n Expericiee (which al Hiſtery ves 
|  rifies)-v/s'Fhat Papiſts are never foie 
dann ſock” Cakes. Thole en 
| Hiſtory, wilt not fail to regollect 
dioedy Queen Moy's Days when ſo 
1 Dang pious. Men were burnt at the 
Siga in Safe and many other Parts 


| A. + ance rp becauſe they would 
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Argument that n 
2 would malen Rape Uſe af it; as 
ich — (— 
a im all Nlages where Poper 
banale, ne Fou ſhould take, Care 


ber Eramples. Look. ind — | or 


toe —— — now. Every. 


COMMON, + News Paper wills tell vou | 
bats and every common Underſtand - 
ing (unleſs weak Prejudines, r falle 
Heart ſtand inen eee 


Late chav » rarer e abroac ill he 


Bur 1 ſhould hape chr much Argu- 
. — this Head may not he ne- 
.nellary: J will ſuppoſe yau convinced 
that it is neceſfary our civil Conſtitu- 
Wem ſhowkirhe: n ** 
see Lord Dolingbrols's Better to Si oy | 

R 7 ire 2 — 
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ee which ic. wavieſtabliſhrd ? 
Except: the. Lord build the Houſe their La- 
baun is but Igſt that builds it; ercepu ibe 
Lord keep tb City, ube Watchman waketh 
butiin vain.” States and Kin are in 
the Hand of God; who raiſeth up one, 
and iputteth down another, as his Wiſs 
dom directs. Auer chere is no! ſtand⸗ 
ing . dis- hk when be wall 4 


i nothing which will ſo certainly'bri g 
down his heavy Vengeance, as the 
| Abuſe 0 his —— and Unfruitful- 

t Means which he has : 


usa Po nt very fit for out Cone ; 
ation, . cru — the bet 
ter in our Manners; for this Change in 
dur Faith and Worſhip? If the An⸗ 
ſwer falls on the ere and 
we can ſhe-w nts/fuitable to 
ages! Ne index ic wilt | 
be: Cad Ground of HI ee” ih 
He Who hath hitherto d us 
against the ewe of the * 
Srotection | to us. But if (in che Words 
81302 of 


cg RL AMMCHIBRmE.: Co and oe. mf xx]. 342. 


and, amend, ; left, God caſts us off and 
the Word, For Diſcipline there muſt 


8 
_valeſs youll chrow uprall-civil Go- 
2 v Nation of Anarchy s and 


3 lick Diſcipline, which had _ long 


of St. Peter) — aur — abs 
Cloke for Maliciouſueſs ; if we grow 
worſe, under the Means that ſhould 

ke us better (which is too apparent- 
the Caſe) let us make haſte to repent 


gives us up as a Prey to our Enemies, 


nr k is one original Hefect in our 


Reformation, Which hath opened the 


Way 10 all chis, Miſchief; and that ia 


Want of. Diſecipline. Startle not at 


in the Church, if you would have a 
muſt be in the State, 


will ſtand with the Being of no Society 
in the World. When therefore private 
Confeſſions and 4 —ů— fa 
far laid aſide as to +be:-Jeft to every 
Man's Diſcretion, the natural Step hach 
been to have revived the ancient pubs 


grown into diſuſe; and our Rei | 
would have done it, if they had been able: 
But the ſame 8 * of Licentiouf 
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Lad requiting propet 


mifon. — — — 
the Reſtoration of the aneient Diſcipline 
in the ful k Rigour of it, as it ſtood the 


thick and fouftk Centathes';; no, nor, if 
Þ know the exact Meaſure of jt as it was 


exerciſed even by? th 


Shrek ſbculd B ele it & ſuffefenf REL, 
on 66 daa wen che fame: Meafuré 


Articles of a gh to be kept to 


Barner wilds Sk. Pa; Mite — 
muſt not be gell 46 Been Bur 75 
much Pœer mould certainly have been 
ft to the Church as ſhould have en- 
abled her to have made Men aſhamed 


ef their Vices, anch to hæve ſecured the 


moſt" ſblemm Acts of our Religion from 
open Brofinztion, by ſeparating ndter l 
ous Offenders from her Communion, 
Evidence of their 
+epentance. before they ſhoald:be- ad 


mitted again le chuiſtian Fellowſhip. 


ie, This 


at ended“ but —— . — | 


r nn actors DP TrSO_DOY: ©£©97.cz 


— 10 Effect 3 the wn of 
whichhath been; that from one Extream 
we age got to another, 1and-thatinkend, - 
paying too much ſegard to the 
Church, as the Papiſts des wany of iis. 
live as if we had nothing to da with the 
Church, nor the Church with us. 
Ins Subject of Diſcipline is every 
Wwhich:aoncerns: Man las a Mem- 
ee e Church of) Chriſt's 
by 8 7 poſtla, gd en 
og gee OM ici fey 
he. they : continued "ce mt | 
; the A {A rye. Doctrine [241 . — 
in breaking. v Bread 
the Apoſtlat Doevintiis — on OY. 
lian Hail, which is, and neeaſfarily 
muſt be the Carner- ſtone; upon-whick: 
the chriſtian hurch, conſidered 28 avis ' 
| Ele, Society, is. founded. But when a 
Man has received the Shriſttan Rs fi 
and is admitted into the C * 5 
tiſm. he is to give publick "Telimoty. 
his continuance in the ſame Faith, by 
ſuch ſocial Acts eie —— dointed 


1 8 nuninat 14 15 "nk 


a ary he ont fe 
of which the very Form of the Church, 
conſidered as a viſible Soeietyh Conſiſts- 
—_ are breaking 9 of Bread, — 
; rahebingahe Jelade gin the publick 
Worſhip of the Church, and in the Par- 
ticipation of the Sacrament of the Lords 


for that Purpoſe, '© 


Supper. It is preſumed that thoſe who 


behave well in theſe Points will be care 
ful to avoid a wicked, —_— 


—— — and deſerves the ſe- 


vereſt Cenſures of the Church: But let 


2 re moral e be as s blameleſs'as 
@ (nu) a — —ä N & 3 
Ws 20:23 50 | then ſhould duly be 
attended to if we would ſhew ourſelves 
the true Sons of the Ref mation: we 
may do more for ourſelves, than 1 
can do for us Nor 
Encou toit, if we wor 

ider the Subſerviency of the Goſpel Or- 
2 to that inward Purity of the 
Heart, which is the End eee 
1 of all, and he imm 
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Conciluſian. v1 
of our Acceptance with God. The 
End of all Societies is the ſame, to Wit; 
to collect, as it were; into one common 
Stock, the natural Strength that lies diſ- 
perſed among the Individuals for the 
good of the Whole. The Strength ef 


à Nation are the Riches: of a Nation; 
and the Riches of the Church are the 


Vertues of its Members, in which, by 
the mutual Exerciſe of theſe ſoc ial Du: 


4 ties every Man lends a helping Hand 
.to his Neighbour's Improvement. 11 i8 


for this Reaſon that Chriſt hath ap- 
inted a viſible Church; and that the 


Apoltle exhorts us 10 0 forſak he H 
 Jembling ourſelves tagetbers v. that we 


may provoke. one another. # Love und 10 


good Monte. Heb. X 24, 29. Ad to 
engage us the mote eſſectually to this 
we have the Promiſe of a ſpecial Blefl- 
ing to attend the Prayers of | Chriſt's 
Church, and the Prayers of thoſe whom 
he hath a ppointed to miniſter to him in 
holy I The Paſſages of Scrip- 
þ "4 to this Purpoſe, you have heard be- 


fore, and will not improperly be repeat- 
ed in this place. Our Saviour Tays, if 


5 Teo of you hall a on Earth n 
455 


| Matks, of both in this Appointment, E 
bh 


any = bing Thad = WW acks it Hall ze 
dane ſor ibem af my Haber which i; in 


Heaven; for whiretwe or three are g. 


ther ed ey in ALY | Name there am; 4 


Ang Sr Fames, Confs fs yur Fast oe 57 


another, and Pray. one for anather, that 


ye may be healed. Ihe effetinal. 1 


Prayer af a righuoans Man availeth mh 
Jam. Ys, 36. e ee 2 f 1 
Go is wiſe and good x. ans 
Works; new it, nd chere Are v. . 


however ſome may. affect not to ſeę i 


duch as theſe will aſk, What dan the 
Prayers of the Church or of the Miniſter 
do; that every Nan 5 Prayers, for him 
felt will not do? Is. God moved by. the 
Voice of a Multitude? Or is he 4 Rer 
ſpectot of Perions ? And let me afk in 


3 my turn—Do. you believe that your 


Prayers for yourſelf, are à pr PI 
Means to: procure. God's Bleſ Ng: 
WL Arp a Chriſtian you WE 

y. do you believe 55. May it not 
e upon you Does God 


. 6 to, be told What is ft for. vs? 
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975 18 Potreey? The - bent Außer 
is, NO; but Ged appoints-chat tb be 
done by us, which He does not Want, fot 

vr Sakes' who % Want it. We all 

tis want to be admoniſhed of our Pu- 
ties; and we cannot be admoniſhed too 
often, conſiderine that we are/farround- 
ed with many nfifmitles. The Sum 
and Subſtance of all Duty is to” lor the 


4 Ded our "Grd e all bur "Hearts: and 


With all our Sbulr; atid can there be à 
ronger Security for this laced abdilt 


Us chan to be Shed li on daily to make 
o en. with our own Mouths,' that 


Deputy is updn Rü? And 
_ getieral- tedches” us this 


dat t Een, fo. the” particulur Crcum⸗ 


ame of our being Called pn to per- 
form this Duty, 157 privately and by 
bur ſelxes only, but Wieh the Joint 
voice of the whole" Community of 
Chriſtians; the Miniſter preſiding and 
aſfſting, ſuggeſts to us many more. 


For does it not warmly! admaniſh us f 


thar Love and Charity that there ought 
to be between all the Members of the 
Church towards one another; as alſd 

thet Subordigation that there is between 
the ſeveral OO to each other-ac- 
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cording to their lever Stations ic ü. 10 
Church? And when it is conſidered 
whoſe Church it is, and whoſe Miniſters 
they are; does it not inſtruct us, as 
plainly as any Leſſon in the Bible, upon 
whom-we are to depend for the Forgive- 
_ nels of. dune and that 'Chritt, to 


mon Head, Lis che dpi PE} Re 
of. us all? It is not the Number of 
Voices that is to be attended to; for if 


but creo or Ibrec ure galbered logelber i" 
the Mam of Chr it, it is \ the Church of 
Chriſt, and he will be in ibe Nia of it, 


to accept and anſwer. their Prayers. 1 
is not the perſonal Qualifications 1 
Miniſter that are to be conſidered, but 
5 publick Character as one appointed 

God to pray for us, and 10 Bleſs us in 
25 Nam. When we piouſly; apply our 


| ſelves; to God;thro! thele Appointments, 


it is Rehgion towards God, who: will not 

ſuffer our Piet to go unte warded. But 

if we neglect or deſpiſe them, we with 
+ draw. our ſelves from his Protection; 


aun do the fame abſurd Thing if th 


Church Which a Man would do in the 
State, who ſhould Outlawry himſelf, 
eee the common Aids of the 
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v of w 1 1 oh is a Men ber Sto | 
Rand v 1 his-own-Botrom:/ 4 hb, 
1 „vz: me leave to ſay it, Peentblen 
(for i it is a great Truth) that we hurt 
our ſelves more by our voluntary Sepas | 
-rationsfromthe F Functions of theClergy, 
than the Papiſts are hurt (or nc be 
22 . e Ereile 8 | 
4 even our moſs — Saw 10 . | 
£ NO: doubt, 2 grievous Hardſhip, and | 
may be attended with very miſchiev- 
"px Conſequences; but theſe Conſe - 
quences can reach no- farther than to 


| "our ren,, # 95 To pretend to/paſs 
Sentence upon Mens Conſciences by 
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Abſolution, is great Folly and/Prefump- 
tion in him that does it; but it hurts 
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\ nobody but thoſe who __ to it, to 

5 * Neglect af that which alone we 
bought to truſt to, the e formation of 

L our Lives. But the Neg; ect of the holy | 

| Sactrament, and of Prayer and of pub - 

; lick! Inſtruction, on thoſe; Oceaſions on 

2 which it is the Duty of the Clergy to 

I attend and aſſiſt vs, eats out by degrees 

; | dee ee oat and leaves us 
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-adfibe. to our — oa 1 
this is one wilfully and under the open 
Ptofemon of that Faith which inſtructs 
us better. For this Reaſon I cannot ue 
lopk upon — Profanation 0 


ee eee ee as tens 5 
the wörſt Symptoms of theſe Pines“ 
Within my Remembrance the playing 
at Cards or Dice on A Ting 
| never heard bf „ etcept at Alehouſes ab” 
mong the seumnd Refuſe of Man- 
6 E? Tol ſee a Gentleman upon the” 
Road wien his "Coach and Equipage 
n a= Thing very fare? Hot much 
tie Caſe is how altered in theſe Reſpects 
every one's Obſervation will tell him: 
14r is great Pity that this Thing is not 
better conſidered} The Examples? of 
Men uf Faſhion have great Effect upon 
cheJotveb'Part of: the World, and help 
pt thouſands whom we, with = 
our” Preathitie, ſhall not be able to e. 
form. We ſee it in nothing pluiner thaa 
an this very Caſe: For from this Sigh,ꝭ 
— Lord ä | 
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ſhall open the. Way to make An 1 
tempt. upon ou Liberties: Fare it is 
Erake os angie rr; front 
Popery: lies; not in the -fecble Efforts 
af a. fe —— Mer ering) vez 

but, in our Unfaithfulne/ix0 guriclvess 

in our. purting one elves: Out e Goch 
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Mum -e us Up, 12 
our Enemies 


3 — 
robs us of, that Spirit Which will- be 


found; neceſſary to our Defence lien · 


ger ſthe ryal comes. 1 it Poſſible co 


will, mind —— — uppet- 
oe: 1 ſit-1 e ;t0/-ALL — 


> (uae was — nut up, and 
no other Rule left for his — 
than the looſe Caſuiſtry of the Church 
of Rome? Popery is void of Truth, 
and for this Reaſon: beſt ſuited to the 
Taſte of Ws n 300 nor the Truth, 
and want thoſe Salves cer Conſciemcs 
which Truth abhors. 2613 No Ist 
Ir is nedeſſary therefore ance 
Spirit of Region among vs q and there 
is one Thing Which, as it has had the 
greateſt Share in the Cauſes of its De- 
„would of all other Things con- 
hs —— I mean 
the Han upper F of the 
orld; 0 give this 4 Dire ion fa- 
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vourable to * 48 2 great W ww 
Town, rin worn and Whehover 
it is done; iti muſt be ths! Work vf Gd 
and not of Mana ]] nayiwety 
may pray for it; and we thguld d 
But to Thew®thar wv are 3 | 
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INC E. theſe Papers Gene to the 
Y Preſs, JI have been informed upon 
the very beſt Authority, that -popiſh 
Iionaries here in Englanm have Power 
granted them by the Pope to grant 
. pLENARV IN DOUELeEN ESN to all new 
«<£/Cofiverts: from Hereſy, and to all 
Death (at leaſt to ſuch of them as are 
ce gontrite) although they cannot confeſs; 
and likewiſe to grant alike Indul- 
cc gence, to ALL tlie Faithfubunder their 
„ Care THREE Ties every Tear“ 
That in order to qualify themſelves to 
obtain this Indulgence, the People are 
directed to © Rx CIE in their Hearts, 
the moſt penſuct Compumdtion poſſible; 
04 and after Comifeſſion, before or after 
Communiòn, to ſay ſome Prayers in 
e the Day with great Devotion for a 


de quarter of an Hour, for ſeveral Ends; 


% one of- which is, the Exaltation ot the ; 

Catholic Church and another, the Ex- 

err o of Hegesy”, | "i 
- By 


; 202 5 CITIES 
Fg this we may - perceive what Sort 
Revyinzante that is wlück the 
. bp er of Rome now requires as neceſ- 
be — 4n order 10-Ablokition. iT is = 


ing "idlolf by A — 
nge in the Behavieur (vhich 


Ta certain ] ]⁊ a RD FEELING (here 
ealled Compun#tion) which a Man may 
worx urin himſelf in a very little Lime; 
And if ãt does but laſt till the Ceremonias 
Are over, it will. be ſufficient. This muſt 
bela great Inducement to thoſe who can 
Delieve them to turn Papiſts; for who 
Huld not be ſaved at fo cheap a Price? 
Eſpecially when it Lands; that, 
upon the ſame eaſy Terms, the Grant 
S three Pines 1evtry 
Fear, und at: the Hour of Death, when, 
ut iſeems, even Contrition and .Chufeſſor 
maybe diſpenſed with! But farther. 
M et thoſe earn and confeſs their Miſtake, 
 *whoithink that Euguiſi Papiſts are likely 
t tbe ſo hanna Pedpte, hen they 
N ee Mi 1 from the 
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of REA wa Js i Kings, vol, che e 
„ Chiiſtianity juſtified on the Sciptutt 


Foundation. Being a ſummary. View of the 


Controverſy between Chriſtians and Deiſts. 


In two Parts. In which; the Subject Matter 


f dee 1 805 on e e en 
ee ence for the Truth 
Chriſtian gelen briefly ſtated. 


Fa” in ſeyeral Sermons (but now di- 
oſt ſted into one continued Diſcourſe) for the 


cture founded ay the Hen. Robert Boyle, 
Eſqʒ in the Parim Church of S-. Mary Le Boro, 
zin the . Ab: br aan. e 


780 E Aol THE 
5 lk. Nb ief Account. of Prayer, and the 
-Skcrament, 85 the Lord's Supper, and other 
. Folig ious Duties ap taining to the Chriſtian 

*Worthip, for the Uſe of common Chriſtians, 
With a Diſcourſe;on Speech, and the Abuſes 
"of i it. Del elivered owTeveral Sundays, at Gray's 
1115 apel, © a Publiſhed at the R delt of 
e MAB o the Bench. 'To: whic 1s a 

" "ded a Sermon on the” New * Th 
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